
CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL VERSAGGI 

CIO VERSAC,;GI SHRIMP CO. 
l!lftOWNSVIL.l.E:, TEXAS 78!121 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
GEORGE BR UMFIEL.t:> 

MOSS POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

(Re-scheduled) 

~XECUTl'YE DIRECTOR 
.J, V, (JOE) COLSON 

HEADQUARTERS Of fl CE 
flQOM 2ZI! • 400 ROY "L STREET 
NEW ORI-EANS, t..OUISfANA 70130 

TEt,.EPHON!;; ~~4-116!S 

fil-lOADWATER BEACH HOTEL, Biloxi, ~ • 

.PRE-SESSION Mff.ETIN~ VOOUE . ROOM !Second Floor) 'Wfil!NESDAY, Dec. 3. 1969 
****************************************** 

1:00 P.M. REGIONAL UNDERWA'I'ER OBSTRUCTION ADVISORY CCTiMITT.EE 

2:30 P.M. 

4:00 P.M. 

5:00 P.M. 

Robert Evans, Chairman 

U. S. COAST GUARD ADVISORY CQ.!MITTEE 
Captain .Phillip Hog.le, Chairman 

G.S,,M.F .C. -ESTUARINE TECHNICAL COORDDLftTING COMM!~ 
Dr. Ted Ford, Chairman 

G .. S.M.F. C. -ANADROMOUS FISH SUB-GONMITTEE (Organizational Meetin__g) 
T. D. MclJ.ain, Acting Chairman 

****************************************** 
GENERAL SESS,lQll 

8:30 A.M. 

9:,30 A.M. 

PROO.RAM: 

COFFEE: 

ll:l5 A.M. 

THURSDAY_,_ Dec. 4, 1962. 

REGI S'IBRA TION First Floor Lobby- (CcmpJimentary) 

GENERAL SESSION - CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL (Coronet ~First, Floor 
Hon. Virgil Versaggi, Chaim.an, Pr;$iding 

INVOCATION ~IE ADDRESS 

BUREAU OF COMMERCIAL FISHERms WASHINGTON RE.PORT 
Hon. Charles H. Meacham, Commissioner of Fish & Wildli!e, Wash._, D.C. 

PROORESS REPORT LOUISIANA COASTAL STUDIES 
R.ichard E. Eichorn, Field Supervisor, River Basin Studies 
Bureau of Sports Fisheries & Wildlife, Vicksburg, Miss~ 

STATUS OF THE GULF STf\T.ES i\NADR.QMQ.YS FISH PROJECTS 
Lou Villanova, Federal Aid Coordinator 
Bureau of Sport F1isheries & Wildlife, Atlanta, Ga. 

In Meeting Room 

REPCRT ON 88-309 FEDERAL Am P~OJECTS 
I. B. Byrd, Federal Aid Coordinator, B.C.F., Region - 2, St. Petersburg. 

G.S.M.F .C. ESTUARINE TECI-~. COORDINLTilfG COMMITTEE REPORT: Film Showing 
91 THE: BIOLOGIST & THE BOY ", Dr .. Ted Ferd, Chairman 

Q!L!QUR oor 

--Over-



C ONVF..J.lE : ----
1:.30 P.M. 

COFFEE 

3:15' P.M. 

-· ·- -4~30 P.M. 

Coron et--B.29m Ge~.r& Session 

U. S • ...QOAST QU.ARD_@YISOHY CCNHIT~.E REPORT 
Captain Pnillip Hogue, Chj.ef Search & Res cue, ~ight Coast Guard. DJ.st. 
New Orleru: s, Louisiana. 

THE ATLANTIS PROGRAM (Slides) 
Ralph W. Loomis, Mgr. Ocean Sys-ten.is, Space Di-v"ision Chrysler Corp. 
New ~,leans, Louisiana 

FISHTIJG INDUSTRY ADVISOH.Y CO•tMIT'rn:E REPORT 
Sub-committee Underwater Obstruction corIDllittee 
EJQ:>lanation of new dri.lling regulations 
Robert Evans, Regional Oil & Gas Supervisor~ Branch of Oil & Gas 
Division Geological S'Urvey, Department of Interior, N. o •. La. 

In Meetin..z Roam 

SHELL DREDGING: 
Dr. Gordan Gunter, Director, Gulf' Coast Research I.abora.tory 
Ocean Springs, ¥~ssi.s: sip pi 

B-. C. F. - FISHERY EXTENSION ACTIVITIBS 
Joseph W. Slavin, Asst. Director for UtiJ.ization & Engineering, 
U. S,.. Department of Interlor, Washington, D. C. 

RESOLUTIONS CONIITTTEE MEETING, (Location to be announeed) 
Note: ~~~rone having proposed resolutions submit to Executive Director 

prior to this meeting. 

********~********************************* 

5:30 P.M. SEAFOOD TREA! · (Casual Dress) 

1_.0CATIOJ.t - GULF COAST RESEARCH IABORATORY., Ocean Springs, M.iss. 

TRANSPORTATION: Car Pool, nie et in f:ront of Hot.el, 5 : 15 P. M. 

HOST - MISSISSIPPI MARINE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
---- George Brumfield,Chairman 

***********~*******~********************** 

GENERAL SESSION 

INTRODUCTION 

FUTURE MEETINGS: 

FRIDAY, December 5, 1969 
= 

lQ;OO A.M. (C"Oronet Room) 

ORGANO CHLORDANE PESTICillES IlI '1iJIB ESTUARilIB ENVIF,OHMENT 
Ray Childress, Texas Park & Wildlife D~partment°' Austin, Texas 

\.J 

REPORT OF OUTGOING CHA~..AN, Hon,. Virgil Versaggi, BrO\-m.sville, Texas 
Annual activities and executive session report 

ANNU~L REPORT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, (A look into the future) 
· Joseph V. (Joe) Colson -

DISPIAY: GULF COAST HURRICANE CAMILLE PICTURES, Ed. S!ni th production 
B.C.F. - Pascagoula, Miss. 

INCOMING G.S.M.F ~ C. CHA.IRMAN AMO VICE-CHAIRlfA.N 

MARCH 18-20, 1970 - ADMIRAL Sfil.1MCS, Mooile, Alabama 
06TOBER J.4-17, 1970 - IN'IBRHATIONAL INN, Tampa, Fla .. 

TO BE HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH u r\MERICA.N FISH 
EXPO. ,Joint Meet: Atlantic St.ates ?- arine Fisheries 



·Qiulf ~tnte~ ~arittr ltl'iaqrrirs Q.tnutmi.a.ainu 

CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL. VERSAGGI 

C/0 VERSAGGI SHRIMP CO. 
BROWNSVIL.l..E, TEXAS 78!521 

'v1ce.cHAIRMAN 
GEORGE BRUMFIEL.0 

<MOSS POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

COMMISSIONERS . 

: ! IABAlA'..A 

Hon~ Jeseph w. Graham, Director 
Alabama Conservation Department 
Administrative Building 
J.Jontg@mery,Alabama 36104 

Hon. L. W. Brannan, Jr. 
Orange Street · 
Foley, Alabama 36535 

Hon. Vernon K. Shriner 
Florida Fish Company 
217 Columbus Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 

FLORIDA 

Hon. Randolph Hodges~ Director 
Florida Department of Natural Resources 
107 West Gaines 
Tallahassee, Florida 32304 

lion. J. Lorenzo Walker 
House of Representatives 
P."O. Box 475 
Naples, Florida 33940 

Hon. Walter o. Sheppard 
·Sheppard & Aloia, Attorneys 
2132 McGregor Boulevard 
Fort Myers, Florida 33902 

LOUISIANA 

Hon. Clark M. Hoffpauer, Director 
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries 
400 Royal Street 
New Orleans, 'Louisiana 70130 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
.J. V. (.JOE) COL.SON 

Secretary _ 
Mrs. Polly Christian 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
ROOM 2215 • 400 ROYAL. STREET 
NEW OR L.EANS, L.OUISIANA 70130 

TEL.EPHONE: !524•17615 

LOUISIANA (Continued) 

Hon. Richard P. Guidry 
House of Representatives 
P.O. Bos 8 

October, 1969 

Galliano, Louisiana 70354 

Hon. James H. Summ.ersgill 
Golden Meadow Ice Company 
1819 South Bayou Road 
Golden Meadow, Louisiana 70357 

MISSISSIPPI 

Hon. George A. Brumfield, Vice Chairman 
P.O. Box 518 GSMFC 
Moss Point, Mississippi 39563 
.(Chairman, Miss. Marine Conservation) 

Hon. Ted Millette 
.349 Watts Avenue 
Pascagoula, Mississippi 39567 

Hon. August Rauxet, Jr. 
218 North Beach Boulevard 
Bay st. Louis, Mississippi 39520 

··TEXAS 

Hon. J •. R. Singleton, Executive Director 
Texas Parks and Wildli£:e Department 
John H. Reagan Building 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Hon. Richard H. Cory 
House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 3547 
Victoria, Texas 77901 

Hon. Virgil Versaggi, Chairman GSMFC 
Versaggi Shrimp Company 
P.O. Box 1847 
Brownsville, Texas 78521 

ALABAMA • FLORIDA • LOUISIANA • MISSISSIPPI • TEXAS 

Order c£ listing: Administrator, Legislator, Governor's Appointee 
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°'ulf &tates tlarine Jrislferies C!tnmmisstnn 

.CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL VERSAGGI 

C/0 VERSAGGI SHRIMP CO. 
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78521 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
GEORGE BRUMFIELD 

MOSS POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

'lENTATIVE PROGRAM 
20.th. A.mmal Meeting 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
J, V. (JOE) COLSON 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
ROOM 225 • 400 ROY AL STREET 
NEW OR LEANS, LOUISIANA 701 SO 

TELEPHONE: 524-1765 

DECEMBER 3-5, 1969 BROADWATER BA.CH HOT.EL, Biloxi, Hiss. 
******************************************* 
PRE-SESSION , MEE.:l'IHG - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · - - Wednesdaz, Dec. 3 11969 

L:OO P.M. 

2:30 P.M. 

4:00 P.M. 

5:00 J.M. 

REGIONAL 'fJHDEmfA'l'ER.OBSTRtrm'ION .ADVISORY CCIOOT'JZE 
Robert Evans, Cha.irman 

U. S. COlST GUARD ADVISORY COlmi"fEE 
Captain P1lillip Hope, Chairman 

G.S.H.F.C.~stu.ari:ne Technical. Coordinating Committee 
Dr. Ted Ford, Chairman. 

G~S.H.F.C.-AJIADRCHOUS FISH SUB-CCIDJI'ffEE (Orginizational Meeting) 
T. Do MeIJ.ain, A.etas; Chairman 

***************~************************** 
GEJmRAL SESSION - - -·- - - ·-·- - - - - - -·- - - - - - - Thursday, Deeeml>er 4. 1969 

Hon. Virgil Versaigi, Ch.air.man Presiding 

REGIST.ERATION : 8:30 A.M. First Floor Looby 

CALL TO ORDER : (Roll Call, Invocation ) 

WELCCRE ADElR.ESS: 

9:.30 A.H. 

PROGRAM: BUREAU OF C<DERCIAL FISHERIES WASHiRGTON Jm>ORT: 
Hoa. Claarles H. Meach.an, Ccnmissioner of Fisk &WildJjfe., Wash. D.C. 

REGIONAL ACTIVI'11IES OF THE BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES: 
J. Bruce Kimsey, Chief, Bueau. of Sport Fisheries &:Vlildllte, Wash.D.C. 

HORT ON 88-302 PROJECTS: 
I. B. Byrd, Federal Aid Coordinator, B.C.F., Ste Petersburg, Fla. 

ES'l'UARDlE TECHNICAL CCJMMI'f'rl!Z REPORT: Film Showing 11THE BIOLOGIST 8' 
THE BOY " Dr. T. Ford, Chairman 

U.S. COlST GUARD ADVISORY COMHIT'fl!Z REPORT: 
Captain Phillip Hepe, Chief Search & Resceu., Ith. Coast Guard, !l.O.La. 

ALABAMA • FLORIDA • LOUISIANA • MISSISSIPPI • TEXAS 
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RECESS (lunch) 

1:15 P. M. 

( 

-2-

FISHING INDUSTRY ADVISORY CGOOTT.EE REPORT: (Underwater Obstruction) 
Robert Evans, Regional Oil & Gas Supervisor, Branch Oil & Gas 
Department of the Interior, New Orleans, La. 

THE ATLANTIS PROGRAM: (Slides) 
Ralph W. Loomis, Mgr. Ocean Systems--Space Division Chrysler Corp. 
New Orleans, La. 

SHELL DREDGING: 
Dr. Gordon Gunter, Director-Gulf Boast Research Laboratory 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi 

B. C.F. - FISHERY EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 
Joseph W. Sla111n, Asst. Director For Utilization & Engineering, 
U.S. Department of Interior,Washington, D. C. 

G.S.M.F.C. RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 

SEA FOOD T'REAT 
Gulf Coast Research Laboratory 

5:30 P. M. ( Casual Dress ) 

IQ§!: Mississippi Marine Conservation Camnission 
**M~MMIMMMH*****~*XMMff*'******MMX* 

G.S.M.F .e.:<UECUTIVE MEETING ••••••••••••• 8-:.30 A.M. Friday, Dec.5th. 

GENERAL SESSION: FRIDAY, December 5. 196,2 
ORGANO CHLORDANE PESTICIDES IN THE ESTtJ.illNE EIVIROMENT 
Ray Childress, Texas Park & Wildlife Dept., Austin, Texas 

REPORT OF OUTGOING CHARIM"AN (executive Sessilb~ 

DISPLAY: Hurricane Camille .Photo Display 

INTRODUCTION: NEW GULF STAT.ES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION CHARIMAN & 
VICE CHARlMAN 
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·~ulf ~tates '1ariur 1JHal]rrie.a. Oinmmis.ainu 

CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL VERSAGGI 

C/O VERSAGGI SHRIMP CO. 
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 781521 

VICE·CHAI RMAN 
GEORGE BRUMFIELD 

MOSS POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

COMMISSIONERS 

'AIABAMA 

Hon~ Jeseph w. Graham, Director 
Alabama Cons~rvation Department 
Administrative Building 
~ontg@merJ,Alabama 36104 

Hon. L. W. Brannan, Jr. 
Orange Street 
Foley, Alabama 36535 

Hon. Vernon K. Shriner 
Florida Fish Company 
217 Columbus Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 

FLORIDA 

Hon. Randolph Hodges, Director 
Florida Department of Natural Resources 
107 West Gaines 
Tallahassee, Florida 32304 

Hon. J. Lorenzo Walker 
House of Representatives 
P.·o. Box 475 
Naples, Florida 33940 

Hon. Walter o. Sheppard 
·Sheppard & Aloia, Attorneys 
2132 McGregor Boulevard 
Fort Myers, Florida 33902 

LOUISIANA 

Hon. Clark M. Hoffpauer, Director 
Louisiana Wild Li.re and Fisheries 
400 Royal Street 
New Orleans, 'Louisiana 70130 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
.J, V, (JOE) COL.SON 

Secretary _ 
Mrs. Polly Christian 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
ROOM 2215 • 400 ROYAL. STREET 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70130 

TELEPHONE: 524•17615 

LOUISIAMA (Continued) 

Hon. Richard P. Guidry 
House of Representatives 
P.O. Bos 8 

October, 1969 

Galliano, Louisiana 70354 

Hon. James H. Summersgill 
Golden Meadow Ice Company 
1819 South Bayou Road 
Golden Meadow, Louisiana 70357 

MISSISSIPPI 

Hon. George A. Brumfield, Vice Chairman 
P.O. Box 518 GSMFC 
Moss Point, Mississippi 39563 
. (Chairman, Miss. Marine Conservation) 

Hon. Ted Millette 
.349 Watts Avenue 
Pasc,agoula, Mississippi 39567 

Hon. August Rau.xet, Jr. 
218 North Beach Boulevard 
Bay St. Louis, Mississippi 39520 

. TEXAS 

Hon. J. R. Singleton, E.xecuti ve Director 
Texas Parks and Wildlif:e . Department 
John H .. Reagan Building 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Hon. Richard H. Cory 
House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 3547 
Victoria, Texas 77901 

Hon. Virgil Versaggi, Chairman GSMFC 
Versaggi Shrimp Company 
P .o. Box 1847 
Brownsville, Texas 78521 

ALABAMA • FLORIDA • LOUISIANA • MISSISSIPPI • TEXAS 

Order ·c£ listing: Administrator, Legislator, Governor's· Appointee 
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TE~rTA'I' IVE tROGB.AH 

GUIF STATES HARDIE FISHEJUES CO.MNISSION 
20th Annual Heetin.g 

In Joint Session with 

THE GULF STA TES COUNC Ili 
Cn 

WIIDL1FE, FISHERD::;s AND HOSC}UITO CONTROL 

October 22-24, 1969 
BJWADVJA'l'J£H· BEACH, BILOXI, };.O:SS 

PRE-S."SSSION MEETINGS --------.. ---------------------- . WED~AY ,_ OCTOBER 22, 126.2. 

1:00 P. M. 

2:30 P .. ·M. 

4:00 P. M. 

"GENERAL &"SSSION 

'REGISTRATION 

REGIONAL UNDERWATER OBS'I1RUCTION ADVISORY COEHITTEE 
Robert Eva.11s, Cha.irman 

u. s.. COAST GUARD ADVISOHY ccr.:1rrT1In2'iE 
Captain.Phillip.Hogue, Chairman 

G.S.H.F.C. Estuarine Technical Coordmating Committee 
Dr. Ted Ford, Chairman 

---------------·--------------- THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2,3., 1269 

Honorable Virgil Versaggi,, Chairman - Presiding 

------------------------------- 8:30 A.M. FIRST FLOOH LOBBY 

CALL TO ORDl~RJ.. "ROLL CA~, rnvocATION ---·---------- 9:30 A. H. 

WELCOHE ADDRESS 

BUREAU OF Ci'JJ£L~fb_QrnJ, F~.§B~JUES WASHINGTON REPORT 
Charles H. Neachar.n, Commissioner of Fish & Hildlife, Washington, D .. C. 

REGIONAL ACTIVITES Of. Tif.i: BUR-SAU OF §PORT FI>?HERIES 
J. Bruce Kimsey, Chief, Bureau of Sport Fisheries & ·wildlife, Washington, D. C. 

C OFF&~ BP.BAK 

ESTUARIJ.'\E TECHNICAL COl-J>'ITTTK~ REPORT - FIIN SHCWHTG 11 THE BIOLCGIS'I' AND TifE BQY 11 

Dr. rl1ed Ford:· Chief, ~rster W~tt6ms & Seafood Division 
Louisiana Hild Life and Fisheries· Commission, New Grlee.ns, Louisiana 

REPORT ON -88-;?02-PR~TS 
I. B. Byrd, Federal Aid Coordinate!', Bureau of Conur.ercial Fisheries 
St. Petersburg, Florida 

.::. U. S. COAST GUAR.D ADVIS011.Y COLIT.UTTEE REPORT .,, ----·-·-~----~----';,., Captain Phillip Hogue, Chief, Search & Rescue, 8th Coast Guard District 
New Orleans, Louisiana. 



CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL VERSAGGI 

· C/O VERSAGGI SHRIMP CO.
_BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78521_ 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
GEORGE BRUMFIELD 

MOSS POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

8 :no A. h •. 

8:30 A., H. 

9:00 A. M. 

9:15 A. H .. 

·c.· ,.t ,.- ·, .••. ...., . 
.. ( 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
J, V. (JOE) COLSON 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
ROOM 225 • 400 ROYAL STREET 
NEW OR LEANS, LOUISIANA 701 SO 

TELEPHONE: 524•1765 

Biloxi, Mississippi 
Broadwater Beach Hotel 

December 3-5, 1969 

EXECUTIVZ SESSION - December 5, 1969 

. (Chairman Virgil Versae;g.i, Presiding) 

BUSINESS SESSION Mi.nutes Last Meeting 
Financial RGport 
Budget 
Othe_r_ Busi:r:iess 
Future Eeetings: 

ROOM 

Harch. 18-20 2 J.-97Q~:I£bile ,~_J\l~ 
Sheraton Battle House 

·----··-----

REPORT OF HESOJ ... UTIONS COMMITTEE 

ELEC'rION OF OFF ICEHS 
(Annual Meeting. only) 

NEW BUSINESS 

Director's Report to Resolutions 
Committee - Action on previous 
meetings resolutions 

CHAIRMAN, State of 
VIC~; CHArn.HAN, Sta.te of 

10 :')() A. H. pd.jcurnrnent for Final 
\ General Session R00.1 

I, 

ALABAMA • FLORIDA • LOUISIANA • MISS!SSIPPJ • T'EXAS 
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GUIF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION 

.. M!..NUTES OF EXECUTIVE MEE'l1ING BROADWATEH BEACH HOTEL DECEMBEH 5, 1969 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Virgll Versaggi at 9:00 A.M. 

First order of business was election of new chairma'fl and vice-chairman. George 
Brumfield was nominated. for chairman and Randolph Hodges was nominated for vice
chair.man. Both were unanamous1y elected. 

The rrd . .nutes of the previous meeting were approved as having been previously 
distributed and read. 

The Director was called upon to explaj_n the recent activities of the Commission. 
He brought to the attention of the Comwissioners the numerous b.ills being introduced 
in Congress concerning Fisheries and how he intended setting up distribution system 
to ~he various state agencies with the aid of the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, 
Washington office.. A report was also made concerning hi.s participation tovmrd 
setting up salvage operations to reclaim over 2 million dollars worth of cr.mned 
shrimp and oysters damaged by Hurrican Camille :in the Biloxi, Mississippi area. 
It was noted that the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries and the Food and Drug 
Administration and the American Canners Association all cooperated in this effort 
in an ey.peditious manner. 

Upon request of Secretary Glasgow, the Director organized a meet1ng in Washington of' 
all trade association representatives, along with the Director of all State Com.pacts 
and the Assistant Secretary to foster better relationship between the F'ederal 8l1d 

State agencies and industry. 

It was also reported that Alabe.ma, Louisiana. and Mississippi rece.ived grant monies 
from the 88·,.'309 (4 B) Disaster Fund to replenish oyster stock that was destroyed by 
Hurricare Camille. 

A general discussi.on was brought about concerning private industry and university 
groups being so competitive with State agencies for Federal research monies and 
grants. It was suggested by the Director that we should devote more direct effort 
toward receiving the monies that are due State agencies for such projects. 

The kcmual Budget was submitted for the approval of the Commission. After much 
.discussion in trying to increase the states• contributions, it was decided that 
each individual state would attempt to increase said contributions. So as to help 
defray costs of future meetings, Commissioner Hodges• motion was carried that we should 
assess a, registration fee to be decided upon by an Ad· Hoc Committee for all future 
Compact meetings. The budget was approved as amended. 

- . 

The following resolutions, as submitted by the Resolutions Committee, were passed 
after consideration and discussion: 

1. Dtrectii-g the Executive Director to submit letters of appreciation 
to responsible parties for the succe.ssful meeting. · 

(Continued) 

-
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Page 2 

2. To the Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife requesting 
continuous supply of fingerlings., 

3. Pestic:ldes. 

4. Anadromous Fish. 

5. Accorranodatlons to Virgil VersaggL 

6. Support of Senate Bill 2825 - extension program. 

Prior t.o adJour:ment, the mi.nutes of the previous meeting were accepted. 

pc SUBMITTED BY: 



~stirriated Income FIX. 1269-70 

. Alabama 
Florida 
Louisiana 
Missi.ssippi 
Texas 

Anticipated Interest 

$5,000.00 
1,,., 500.00 
6,ooo.oq 
2,500.00 
6,000.00 

Cash on hand close of F /Y 
1969-70 

3alaries 

rravel 

~ent 

Xf ice Supplies 

~ re...... & Telegraph 

'ostage 

lfaintenance 

lCCotmting 

rnsurance 

1eeting 

'rinting 

~ICA Payroll Taxes 

>epreciation 

)et ty Ca.sh-Sundry 

)ffice Equipraent 

lUtomobile 

GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COM11ISSION 
Room 225 - 400 Royal Street 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 

SUGGESTED BUDGE'£ FOR I:_ISCAL ~~:..£!· .19__~9-1Q ( COPt::'fi'r-rpION) ... w.1.:-•v- - •· 

$24,000.00 
300.00 

--· 4,_ 93__8 ....... 5_0 ____ _ 

Estimated Funds 
__ !yaiJable __ ._ 

$29 ,238. 50 

!!11.dget--68/6...2. . E~.Ee!ldJtures §uggested Bug.Bet .JJ..§2.-1970 

$16,200.00 . 

5,000.00 

840.00 

500.00 

700.00 

250.00 

75~00 

250.00 

450.00 

1,200.00 

1,000.00 

622.00 

100(100 

200.00 

250.00 

200.00 

· $27, s3ri'.oo 

16,201.30 

5,li-54.17 

84.0,,QO 

203.86 

1,190.64 

250.00 

471.00 

1,437.87 

371. 78 

530.36 

125.00 

66.91 

Norie 

(Below Budget - $h90.06) 

16,200.00 

5,000.00 

840.00 

500.,00 

1,000.00 

250 .. 00 

250.00 

500.00 

1,500.00 

1,000~00 . 

550.00 

200.00 

200.00 



Salaries 

Travel 

Rent 

Office Supplies 

Tel. & Telegraph 

Postage • 

Maintenance 

A~counting 

Insurance 

Meeting 

( .Arin ting 

FICA Payroll Taxes 

Depreciation 

Pet t.y Cash-·Sundry 

Office Equipment 

Automobile 

Guu~ S'I1A1I1ES J!kARINK FISHERIE:s COMMISSION 
Room 225 - 400 Royal Street 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 

$16,200.00 $16,201.30 

5,000.00 5,454.,,17 

840.00 S40.00 

500.00 203.86 

1,000.00 1,190.6h 

250.00 201+.05 

.250.00 250.00 

500.00 4'/L.00 

1,500.00 1,437" fr! 

1,000.00 371.78 

550.00 530.36 

200.00 i25.oo 

200.00 66.91 

~-;-990.00 ~1+6:%----.. -

l'~.xpenditures from· 
'J_-1_-:§...~i _Thru .J.::J_5-7Q 

$ll, 01+0. 80 

3,361.77 

560.00 

9/J,,e92 

671.52 

ll+li.20 

536.00 

1,614.l~.6 

5.61 

··.)+70.40 

94.?8 

119.15 

--•'_$:_s•---w·-- - -18,713.61 
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CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL VERSAGGI 

EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR 
J. V. (JOE) COLSOt~ 

C/0 VERSAGGI SHRIMP CO. 
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78521 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
GEORGE BRUMFIELD 

MOSS POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

.!L~ S O L .. .U T. I O Ji 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
ROOM 225 • 400 ROY AL STREET 
NEW OF-< LE.ANS, LOUISIANA 701 30 

TELEPHONE: 524-1765 

WID.~REAS, The Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission recognizes the 

substantial effort of the Host State and the Hotel in 

meeting the needs and interests for the successful Fall 

Meeting, 

NOv'l, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, 'Illa.t the Executive Director is 

hereby authorized and directed to express the appreciation 

of our group to the appropriate onesQ 

********•}{-

The f orego.:i.ng resolution was adopted by the Gu1f States 

Mari.ne Fisheries Conmd.ssion December 5, 1969 at their 

Pall Meeting at the Broadwater Beach Motel, Biloxi, 

Mississippi. 

() '~. ( J C? I , , 
lo~':;r~ ~o~so:,"-~::;~ Director 
Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 
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CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL VERSAGGI 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
J. V, (JOE) COLSOt-.l 

C/0 VERSAGGI SHRIMP CO. 
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78521 

VICE-CHAI R~~AN 
GEORGE BRUMFIELD 

MOSS POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
ROOM 225 • 400 ROYAL STREET 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70130 

TELEPHONE: 524•1765 

WHEHEAS, 'fhe several Gulf Stat.es are involved in Federally supported 

restqration projects of striped bass in the streams along the 

Gulf Coast; and 

WHEREAS, The objectives of these several projects are to introduce enough 

striped bass back into these waters so a.s to re-establish 

commercial and sport populations of these fishes in these waters 

and to provlde our own brood stock; and 

WEE.REAS, All preliminary results on these progra:ms to date indicate that 

these objectives are entirely possible; and 

WHJi..;REAS, The several Gulf States are in need of a supply of fingerling 

striped bass to carry out the striped bass programs in this area; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Gulf States Marine Fisheries 

Commission urges the Bureau of Sports Fisheries a.nd Wildlife, 

Hatchery Division to recognize the needs of these federally 

supported programs and to continue to supply fi.ngerlings within 

its leve_l of capability, a.cknowledging its existing corrunitments 

until such time as these several programs can produce their own 

supplies of striped bass f:ingerlings; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of th:ts resolution be serl,to the 

·.:- Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C. , and the Director·'-

(Continued) 
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of' Sports Fisheries and Wildlife, Washington, D. C .. ~ and to 

the Regional Director, Bureau of Sports Fisheries a.nd Wildlife, 

Southeastern Hegion, Atlanta, Georgla .. 

*-?..t.~}{-*****"'~ 

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the Gulf States Marine 

Fisheries Commission, December 5, 1969, at their annual Fall 

Meeting at the Broadwater Hotel, Biloxi, Mississippi. 

9-:-.,__.,j, L l' {2.,._j!, •""-'·--
Joseph V .. Colson, Executive Director 
Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 
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CHAIRMAN 
•·· VIRGIL VERSAGGI 

EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR 
J.Y. (-J.OE) COLSON 
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VICE-CHAIRMAN 
GEORGE BRUMFIELD 

Mo"ss POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

R_E S q L U T I 0 N 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
ROOM 2.25 • 400 ROY AL STREET 
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WHEREAS, The estuarine areas of the Gulf' Coast of the United 'St-ates ·are 

recognized as necessary for some stage of the life history of 

90 to 95 percent of the fisheries production landed in the Gulf 

area, and, 

WHFJU"~S, Some catastrophic fish k:tlls in the Gulf area have been attributed 

to pesticides arising from intrastate or interstate waters, and, 

WHEREAS, The joint federal-state cooperative pesticide monitoring program 

has determined the presence of pesticides at various levels, 

some of which have serious implications, threatening the 

reproductive capability of some species of marine ani:mals, and 

WHEREAS, Estuarine waters of the Gulf' area generally experience only a. 

gradual exchange of waters or flumtng action resulting in a 

probable strong cumulative effect of pesticides which could have 

an extremely long term detr:i.Jnental effect. 

NOifk) THEREFOR..~, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Estuarine Technical Coordinating 

Co:rnntlttee of the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission does 

hereby urge the Legislative and Executive Branches of government 

to respond to these dangers by i.rranediately banning the widesprea.d 

us.e of DDT and other chlorinated hydrocarbons and by enacting 

legislation a:'.1d adopting regulations to restrict widespread use 

Continued 
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of persistent pesticides and establish adequate guidelines 

for their control. 

,. BE IT FUliTHER HESOLVED, that copies of this resolution· be directed to 

appropriate officials of the states ttnd federal goverrunent. 

1b.e f oregoi.ng resolution was adopted by the Gulf States Marine 

Fisheries Commission, December 5, 1969 at the annual fall 

meeting held at the Broadwater Beach Hotel, Biloxi, Mississippi. 

~
., . !') .r . / / ~ ~1.,.,;__,C,,/'-:./~, l/. (2./·~·· ;-J.-t··"i.A.,,., .. ~ 

Joseph V. Colson, Executive Director 
Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 
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J, V. (JOE) COLSON 
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VICE-CHAIRMAN 
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NEW OR LEANS, LOUIS! ANA 70130 

TELEPHONE: 524·1765 

WHEREAS, The Anadromous :F'ish Act of 1965 will expire in 1970; and 

WHERJi.:;AS, These programs in progress need additional time and funding 

to stock fish and evaluate the results; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Gulf States Marine Fisheries 

Commission urges the Congress to consider favorably legislation 

which would continue the Anadromous Fish Act. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLTh1J, that copies of this resolution be directed to 

ALABAMA 

appropriate officials of the states and federal.government. 

*****·i~**-?~ 

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the Gulf States Marine 

F'isheries Commission, December 5, 1969 at their annual Fall 

Meeting held at the Broadwater Beach Hotel, Biloxi, Mississippi. 
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' Joseph V. Colson, Executive Director 
Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 
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CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL VERSAGGI 

EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR 
J, V, (JOE) COLSON 

C/0 VERSAGGI SHRIMP CO. 
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78521 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
GEORGE BRUMFIELD 

MOSS POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

RESOLUTION 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
ROOM 225 • 400 ROYAL STREET 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70130 

TELEPHONE: 524.1765 

WHEREAS, Virgil Versaggi, Citizen member on: the Gulf States Marine 

F'isheries Commisslon has served as Chairman of the Comrnissior• 

for the year 1968-69; and 

WHEREAS, He has served in a most distinguished manner; having not only 

discharged in a highly commendable fashion the duties of such 

office as set out in t.he Ccrnmission directives, but having . 

additionally served the member States thr·ough attendance and 

participation at numerous meetings and conferences ccincerning 

the marine fisheries. 

NCW, THERE.FORE, BE IT Ri"SSOLVED, tha.t. the Gulf States Marine Fisheries 

Commission express to Virgil Versaggi. its most sincere 

appreciation for the fine leadership he most generously 

provided the Commission during his term of office and during 

which period the objectives of the Compact so admirably 

progressed. 

* * * * * ~- * ~· * * 

The fore going resolution was adopted by the Gulf States Marine,.·· 

Commissi.on, December 5, 1969, at their annual Fall meeting at, ; "' 7
, 

the Broadwater Beach Hotel, Biloxi, Mississippi. ,(r-'-f.I.., J,i (l/2.,,.'"'-' 
~oseph V. Colson 
FiX.ecutive Director 
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CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL VERSAGGI 

EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR 
J, V. (JOE) COLSON 

C/0 VERSAGGI SHF~IMP CO. 
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VICE-CHAIRMAN 
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HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
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WHERF.AS, The connnercial fishing industry along the Gulf' Coast requires 

assistance in improving the harvesting, distribution, and 

processing of fish and fishery products; and, 

WHEREAS, A number of sd.entific and technological :inver-;tlga..tions have 

been and are being carried out to improve the econond.c portion 

of the commerclo.l fishing industry; and, 

In order to improve the conditian.s of the commercial fish:i.ng 

industry it is essential that results of past a.t"'ld future studies 

in fisheries development be rapidly and effectively communicated 

to appropriate segments of the fishing j.ndustry; and, 

WHEREAS, r.rhe St.ates, in cooperation i;-dth the Federal Goven1m.ent, are 

responsible for assisting the commercia.l fishing industry a.nd 

are carrying out a number of widely diverse research technical and 

ftna:ncial assistance programs, including certa:iJ.'1 extension-type 

activities; and, 

WHEREAS, A number of Federal agendes such as the U.S. Department of the 

Interior, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the U.So Department 

of Co1mnerce, the National Sd.ence Foundation, and individual States 

also conduct certain fishery and fishery•wrelated extension programs 

on an i11depe:ndent basis; and, 

(Continued) 
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WHEREAS, A strong; well organized and coordinated fishery extension 

s.ervice is needed and is of na,tional importance in developing 

the u .. s .. commercial fishing industry; and, 

WHEREAS, The Fish and Wildlife Act authorizes the U .. S .. Department of the 

Interior, Bureau of Commerc:tal F:tshe:d.es, to develop and engage 

in extension-type services; and , 

WHEREAS, S., 2825 has been introduced in the 91st Congress regarding a 

national fisheries extens:Lon program; 

NC'Vl, ~I1IER"SFORE, BE IT RESOLVED., that the Gulf States Marine Fisheries 

Comm.1.ssion petition the Secretary of the Interior and the 

Congress of the United States to recognize the urgent need for 

a national Federal, marine extension program which contains 

provlsions for grants to States, and to urge the Department of the 

Interior to develop such a program in cooperation with the States 

and other Federal agencies. 

BE I'l' FUHTHER RESOLVED, tha.t copies of this resolution be directed to 

appropriate officials of the states and federal government. 

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the Gulf States Mar:L"le 

Fisheries Commission, December 5, 1969 at their annual Fall 

Meet:ing held at the B:r."oad·water Beach Hotel, Biloxi, Vrl.ssi.ssippi. 

I\ " I (/ /: \J_ :;:--;...<:-j1.-'~· (/. .~i·--l~·'Jt·"I.·'"-->'~ 

Joseph V. Colson, Executive Director 
Gulf States 1farine Fisheries Commission 
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REMARKS BY JOSEPH W. SLAVIN, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR UTILIZATION 
AND ENGINEERING, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, BUREAU OF 
COMMERCIAL FISHERIES 

BEFORE THE GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION 

BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI, DECEMBER 3-5, 1969 

FISHERY EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 

I would like to express my appreciation for the 

opportunity to appear here and discuss fishery extension activities. 

My talk will ·review, briefly, what we are doing in fishery 

extension activities and will pinpoint some basic considerations 

that should be considered in designing an extens.ion program. 

First, what is extension--how is it defined? I am sure 

within this audience there are a number of different versions of 

extension activities. Some view it as a best, of·, industry assistance 

activities. str~tching from applied research;to educational 

information. .on the other hand, some ~imit their definition of 

extension just to furnishing educational inf ormatio'n to a very 

limited audience. I suggest that an extension service is an 

organized activity which is designed to furnish technical assistance 

and educational information to the industry, the general public 

and national and State governments. A properly conducted 

extension a~tivity will: 

- identify specific problem areas. 

provide feedback on problems to researchers and 

stimulate new work. 



communicate results of research to the fishing 

industry, public and other audiences. 

provide basic educational infonnation which will 

enable the industry, governments, and the public 

to manage and utilize their aquatic resource. 

- provide effective means of followup. 

The pot~ntial benefits of an extension program are many. 

·For example,. a broadly structured marine extension ·service can be . 

an effective vehicle in: 

1. Improving management and utilization of the coastal 

zone and the marine environment. 

2. Improving efficiency of locating and harvesting 

fishery resources. 

3. Reducing pollution and invasion of the environment 

with man-made contaminants. 

~. Removing institutional barriers which plague the 
' 

.fishing industry. 

S. Reducing conflicts between commercial fishermen, 

oilmen, recreational interests and other interests in use of the 

marine environment. 

6. Improving the quality and marketability of seafoods. 

There has been an increasing amount of interest in 

marine extension activities in recent years. On October 27, 

· 1969, in conjunction with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 

Conmiss~on annual meeting in New York City, a meeting was held 



on fishery extension activities. Over 100 people from different 

parts of the country came to this special session to hear talks 

by representatives of the States and Federal Government agencies 

on the extension activities. 

It was interesting to note that although agencies such 

as Interior, the Department of Agriculture, Department of Commerce, 

National Science Foundation, and a nlUllber of coastal States are 

very interested in marine extension work, very little work is 

being done on a meaningful basis in the marine area, when compared 

to the Department of Agriculture which has over 15,000 extension 

agents assisting the farmer. 

The Bureau of Co~ercial Fisheries is conducting limited 

extension activities under the authority contained in the Fish and 

Wildlife Act of 1956. This work is don.e through many of our 

biological and technological laboratories, exploratory fishing 

bases, marketing facil.ities, and by economists, statistical agents, 

and fishery product inspectors. It is not an identified or a 

direct extension activity per se, but is really being done 

anonymously along with other Bureau functions. I would be the 

first to say it is not the best way of carrying out an extension 

function. 

Part of the problem may be that we, in the Bureau of 

Commercial Fisheries, have not identified our extension-type 

programs under the name of extension; rather in the past we have 

3 



chosen the phrase "technical assistance" to denote those types of 

activities. Let me give you some examples of our more recent and 

successful activities in this area. One example which comes 

·readily to mind is that of environmental hygiene. Several years 

ago the Food and Drug Administration issued a regulation forbidding 

the interstate shipment of animal feeds and/or their ingredients 

w~ich .. were· contaminated by any member of the bacterial genus 

. salmon·ellae. .As you know, salmonellae. are highly pathogenic 

bacteria which a~e ~.esponsible for one of the ·more cortunon causes 

of food poisoning. This came quite unexpected to members of the 

fishmeal industry, whose products were destined for the animal 

feed trade. The fishmeal industry did not have the scientific 

expertise to undertake the necessary research to define the 

problem, .much le$S resolve it. Therefore, we in the Bureau of 

Commercial Fisheries quickly undertook efforts to resolve the 

problem. Our first activity was to conduct research needed to 

determine the exact time-temperature parameters necessary to destroy 

salmonellae in a fishmeal substrate. Since we could not conduct 

research in the magnitude necessary to delineate each time-temperature 

parameter for all 1300 species of salmonellae, we concentrated on 

the nine most corrmonly found sero-types occurring in fishmeal. 

After our research indicated we had established the time-temperature 

relationships necessary to reduce salmonellae in fishmeal, we next 

dispatched two of our microbiologists trained in epidemiology to 

over 50 fishmeal plants and storage facilities along the Atlantic 

and Gulf coasts as well as the Great Lakes. Their job was to 

II 
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~~ese~t a formal training program at each facility to instruct 

·both. the plant and corporate management in the pr.oper operation 

of their equipment to produce an acceptable product and to indicate 

all steps necessary to prevent recontamination. This is being 

followed up by the development of an easy-to-read non-technical 

pamphlet reinforcing the proper environmental hygiene practices. 

The program was highly successful, and quite frankly, resulted in 

a· major improvement in.fishmeal plants. 

Another example would be our Shellfish Advisory Service 

which performs an extension service to the shellfish industry to 

review, interpret, and dispense information. The source of much 

of this information is outside the Bureau at Federal, State, and 

private levels. The private shellfish industry, itself, is seeking 

basic knowledge of the ways and means of improving production 

techniques and food quality handling. To keep abreast of these 

research results, the Shellfish Advisory Service continues to 

attend scientific and industry meetings, visit various coastal 

areas where the shellfish industry is located, and by this means 

we make the personal contact needed for collecting and imparting 

available information.· 

Other examples would be in exploratory fishing and gear 

research, where we disseminate information on the location of new 

fish stocks, demonstrate new or improved fishing gear, sometimes 

actually make loans of gear and equipment to encourage increased 

efforts in new harvesting methods; provide technical assistance 



in adapting vessels or equipment to new fishing opportunities; 

and publish.many· designs and specifications for new or improved 

fishing techniques. 

Other technical assistance and extension programs 

include advisory activities on operational problems for the 

breaded shrimp industry, the smoked fish industry, and many other 

segments of the total fishing community. We also train agricultural 

extension agents and food service leaders in the use of fishery 

products; and, of course, as you are all aware, we produce and 

distribute numerous fishery.films. 

In addition to our efforts in providing technical 

assistance activities to the fishing industry, we readily 

recognize and appreciate that we certainly are not the only 

organization in this business. Numerous States along with other 

Federal agencies such as the u.s. Departments of Agriculture and 

Commerce, as well as the National Science Foundation, have ongoing 

fishery extension activities. The u.s. Department of Agriculture, 

for example, has several projects related to aquaculture, specif

ically pond-reared catfish. Under the U.S. Department of Commerce 

through the Office of State and Technical Services, activities 

such as educational television films related to fisheries have 

been produced. Additionally, the Department of Conmerce has funded 

regional extension conferences. Another organization in Commerce, 

the Economic Development Administration, has funded and supported 

several extension agents. A third Federal agency, the National 

Science
1
Foundation, has funded fishery extension programs in many 
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. I would submit that there is a need to strengthen and 

better coordinate extension activities for fisheries. This matter 

is receiving Congressional attention in the Fisheries Omnibus Bill 

which provides for legislation to develop a national fisheries 

extension program within the Department of the Interior. 

We believe that it is essential to define what other 

agencies are doing in the fishery extension area and develop a 

more meaningful program than now exists. 

We are undertaking a study of fishery extension 

activities and are developing a program which will prevent a 

haphazzard evolutionary scheme from developing over the next 

several years. 

In this study we are considering the following questions: 

1. Should extension programs include all aspects of 

marine resources or should it be limited to fisheries or just 

commercial fisheries •. 

( 

2. What audiences should the extension program serve. 

Should they include commercial fishennen, processors, oil men, 

sport fishe:nnen, and the general public or should they be more 

limited. 

3. How should an extension program be carried out. 

Should it be operated on.a cost-sharing basis with the States or 

by some other means. 

4. Is legislation needed to initiate a broad scale 

marine extension program or can an effective program be started 



.. 

5. Should some mechanism be set up to effectively 

conduct coordinated extension activities by different Federal and 

State agencies. 

6. What level of funding is needed for an effective 

extension program. 

These are some of the questions we expect to answer 

in our study. 

In summary, let me again make· the following points: 

1. Numerous States as well as Federal agencies are 

engaged in fisheries extension and technical assistance. These 

programs range from person-to-person contact at fishing ports 

and processing plants to research conducted at Sea Grant colleges. 

2. The Bureau of Cornnercial Fisheries conducts technical 

assistance activities from environmental hygiene both afloat and 

ashore, through research ~n the new utilization of fishery products, 

to more rapid and efficient location and extraction of the fishery 

resources. 

3. Due to the .lack of central direction coupled with a 

proliferation of fisheries extension services by numerous agencies, 

maximization of effort is not presently being accomplished. 

4. Finally, we will, over the next six months, conduct 

an in-depth survey in association with other agencies of all 

present fishery extension activities, with a view toward developing 

a mechanism which will allow for expansion and coordination of all 

present activities. 
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Gentlemen, there is a collective urgent need in fisheries 

to organize, coordinate, and effectively communicate the results of 

research and development to the fishing industry. Expansion into 

new activities and the filling of knowledge gaps can only come 

after a cadre of extension special~sts has been organized and 

total extension efforts have been better coordinated. When such 

occurs, fisheries technical assistance will then result in a more 

comprehensive and effective service to both the industry and the 

public. 

·Thank you. 

\ .. 
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REMARKS OF CHARLES H • .MEACHAM, COMMISSIONER, FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE, 
DEPAR'I'MRNT OF THE INTERIOR, AT THE 20TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE GULF 
STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION, DECEMBER 4, IN BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI 

It is a pleasure and a distinct privilege to participate in this 

20th annual meeting of the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission. 

This is my 4th trip to the s-outhland since becoming Commissioner 

of the Fish and Wildlife Service. 

I welcome, indeed seek, opportunities to meet with State, Regional, 

and National Groups to share views and get acquainted. I resolved 

shortly ~fter my confirmation by the U.S. Senate that I would get 

around the country as much as possible in order to get an on-the_-ground 

feel for our fish-and wildlife problems. These efforts to date have 

been very rewarding. 

At the outset today, I want to explain some recent changes in the 

operation of the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries. 

The first has to do with the Bureau's organizational structure. 

We are now implementing a re()rganizai;ion of the Bureau of Commercial 

Fisheries which will bolster programs of interest to you members of 

this Cbmmission and others in this area. An important part of this re-

organizat·ion is -the establishment of the position of Associate Regional 

Director for Fisheries in the Gulf and South Atlantic_Region. 

The Associate Regional Director, in this Region and others, will 

be located in the field. We want him away from the Regional Office and 



( free to meet and deal with problems without being encumbered by 

administrative detail. His main responsibility will be to maintain 

constant contact with fishermen and industry and with Bureau and 

State research operations .. 

He must become familiar with the problems and trends in fisheries 

and will be responsible for recomco.end:i.ng_new prdgrams and program 

adjustments to help solve some of industry's problems" The Associate 

Regional Director for fisheries in the Gulf and South.Atlantic ~egion 

will follow this pattern, and we expect to announce soon where be will 

be located" 

( 
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'11he second matter I want to discuss regards the position o:f Director 

of the Bureau Commercial Fisheries. As you }mow, this :position has 

been filled by an A~ting Director since Skip. Crowther accepted a new 

assigtnnent .several weeks ago. I share your concern over .the fact that 

this L-nportant post is temporarily vacant. But I assure you that this 

position will be filled in the very near future. We have a top-notch 

candidate ·in mind. His appointment will 1Je announced shortly o 

\ 2 



Fortunately, we have been able to retain Skip's <.·on~1idL~rabl<' 

talents. 

Secretary Hickel, Assistant Secretary Glasgow, and I were convinced 

that Skip was carrying too much of an administrative load to permit 

:full use of his abilities as the architect of a long-range plan for 

this Nation's commercial fishing interests. This is one of the main 

reasons we approved a Bureau reorganization--to spread some of the work

load at the top, both in the Washington Central Office.and in the 

Regions. 

When Skip took over as Bureau Director about three years ago he 

personally conceived a unique and impressive program for upgrading our 

commercial fishing industry. What we now know as the "Joint Master Plan 

for Commercial Fisheries" was his idea. I won't go into all the details 

of this very comprehensive plan (I know many of you have participated 

in regional meetings) but let me say this: If further refined and put 

into practice it holds more promise as a well-reasoned blueprint for 

revitalizing our fishing industry than anything I have seen in my 20-year 

professional career. 

Because of the tremendous burden on the Director's office this 

project has not been receiving the urgent attention that it deserved. 

Much has been done, but certainly not enough. 

For this reason Skip has been asked to guide development of the joint 

master plan on a f'ull-time basis. He has agreed to do this, and we 

can all rest assured that the project is in good hands. 

3 



Anut.hcr mutter of' interest to all or us is the ai'termath still 

apparent from Hurrican Camille • Emergency funds, ·as you know, . have been 

made available to allow oyster growers to plant a new crop. The 

destruction wreaked by this worst-of-all storms is indeed a disaster, 

and the loss of' life, property and means of livelihood suffered.by 

this area have aroused the concern and sympathy of the whole nation. 

I was in Alaska when the disasterous earthquake of 196.4 struck there. 

So my understanding of' your misfortune is more than merely vicarious. 

Fortunately, funds for oyster restoration were available to help 

repair the damage caused by Camille. For this we can thank a provision 

in the Commercial Fisheries Research and Development Act. 

According to this 1964 law in order for disaster :f'unds to be 

released to States suffering damage_ the Secretary of tbe Interior .inust 

make a finding that a disaster has, in fact, occurred. Secretary Hickel 

moved as quickly as possible and made such a finding on October 8. 

On October 17, an amount of $281,388 was made available to 

Mississippi, Louisiana, and Alabama to start a massive shell planting 

program. The States were geared up for the project and began work 

shortly after receiving funds. This was despite the f'act that the Gulf' 

Coast area had to be evacuated again because of' threats f'rom 

Hurrican~ Laurie. 

I am pleased that we were able to provide prompt disaster assistance, 

and I hope that the shell planting program will result in early 



restoration of' the valuable seed oyster fishery here on tl1c t:ul:C < 'oas-L. 

I understand that Louisiana has already planted approximately 1,000 

acres of' shells with the promise of' a good set of' spat. As f'or 

Mississippi and Alabama, I am told that the major planting will be done 

next spring, as is true f'or the remainder of' the job in Louisiana. 

Since 1966, nearly a half' million dollars in Federal aid has been 

allocated to Gulf' of' Mexico States f'or oyster resource restoration 

projects. Let's hope that this f'igure does not grow because of' other 

disasters, but it is some comfort to know that money is there when 

needed. 

Another of' the f'ew encouraging notes to emerge f'rom the devastation 

of' Camille is the reclamation and ref'urbishing of canned oysters and 

shrimp 'in the Biloxi area. out of a staggering total of 200,000 cases 

awash after the storm, 95 ,371 have been cleaned and tested and are ready 

to go back into regular market channels. At present market prices this 

will mean about $1 million to industry. 

While this has been primarily an industry effort, and a monumental 

one, I do want to give a pat on the back to our Bureau of Commercial 

li'isheries people from the technological Laboratory in Pasgagoula. My 

infor~ation is that they rolled tip their sleeves and gave every possible 

assistance to this 57-day salvage operation. 

I am also pleased that $25,000 have been made"available under the 

Anadromous Fish Act to help the Gulf Coast Research Laboratory at 
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Ocean Springs, Mississippi, replace striped bass research facilities 

and equipment damage by Hurricane Ca.Itlille. 

This amount was shared equally by the Bureaus of Sport Fisheries 

and Wildlife and Commercial Fisheries. The State of Mississippi 

put up the other half of the $50,000 restoration project--a good example 

of State-Federal cooperation. 

Further, I want you to know that I appreciate your interest and 

concern about the continuatio~ of the .Anadromous Fish Act. It is 

evident from reports not only from you but also from our Federal Aid 

staff that this has been a worthwhile program. Reestablishment of 

striped baas in Gulf Coastal streams, for example, has been noteworthy. 

Further Congressional hearings on this program are tentatively 

scheduled December 9 before a subcommittee of the House Merchant Marine 

and Fisheries Committee. The Department of the Interior will continue 

to press its position that extension of this Act is absolutely essential • 

.Another example of cooperation I want to applaud is the joint efforts 

of fishery interests and the oil industry aimed at eliminating submerged 

casings remaining &fter off-shore oil drilling operations. 

These "stubs," as they are called, can be very damaging to shrimp 

trawls. A trawl which has to be replaced because such a snag can cost 

$800 to $1,500. 

The new leasing regulations pronrulgated by the Geological Survey, 

which the oil and g~s industry helped to develop, not only will eliminate 

c.-'xistine: stubs but also will preclude their being left in the future. 
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Jl'ccJ.cral aid. i"'unds are also ::wailable f'or markctine projects under 

provisions oi' Conuncrcial Fisheries Researeh and Development Act--PL-88-~)09. 

In reviewing the cooperative marketing programs of the Bureau of 

Commercial Fisheries I have been impressed by the success of marketing 

programs in the Gulf and South Atlantic area, particularly in Florida 

and Texas, but elsewhere as well. 

As I recently made clear .to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 

Commission at its meeting in New York City, I am a firm believer in 

marketing programs. In my opinion they have helped immensely in 

keeping demand for seafood products steady and prices firm, making for 

a healthier industry. 

The questions that have been raised about the use of Federal aid 

:f'unds for marketing programs bother all of us. 

This concern is not so much over the propriety of using such :funds 

for marketing programs, rather it is over the proportionate share of the 

total State allocation that goes into this activity. 

Those who .share this point of view feel that marketing should be 

more of an industry responsibility. Hence, they think that the present 

level of Federal :f'unds going into marketing projects should be reduced. 

On the other hand, I know that some States, along with segments of 

industry, believe that the amount of Federal aid dollars for State 

marketing efforts should be increased. 

My own view is that marketing is a necessary activity in the develop

ment of fishery resources. And convinced as I am of its success, I do not 
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qmistion the de:::irability or propriety o:f using funds :for this purpose 

authori~cd ·by the Conuncreial Fisheries Research and Development Act. 

However, as with any activity in any program, too much emphasis 

can result in problems. 

Even the fact that emphasis becomes a degree of judgment does not 

alleviate the problem. Accordingly, one approach to this dilemma would 

be to require States which spend a major portion of their Federal aid 

funds on marketing efforts to reappraise their programs. The objective 

of such a reappraisal would be to achieve a more balanced research and 

development effort. 

But since an abrupt reduction in large projects would affect personnel 

and cause other problems, this type of action must be ruled out. What 

I have in mind is a realignment of progra.ms--a reasonable, orderly process 

without disruption of State activities and loss of program efficiency. 

Allow me now to touch briefly on some international problems. 

As an expatriate from Alaska I am no stranger to the irritating-

and :frustrating competition from :foreign vessels exploiting grounds 

traditionally fished almost exclusively by .Americans. o:r:rthe coast o:f 

Alaska we have had problems with Russia, Japan, the Republic of South 

Korea, and at times, even with Canada. 

Now, it seems, we may have Cuba, among other nations, to contend with 

in this part of the country. 

According to the Wall Stree Journal Cuba's rapidly expanding fishing 

industry is bidding to become one of Latin America's leading seafood 

exporters. 
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The Cubans, the Journal reports, have a new $38 million 

:fishing port near Havana built by the Russians as a showcase--o:f the 

revolution. Among other expansion plans, Cuba has acquired 90 steel

hulled shrimp trawlers which are almost exactly like those used by 

.American companies operating out of Texas and Florida. other shrimp 

vessels are on order and more will be built in Cuba itself. The goal o:f 

Castro's Government is to have 300 vessels catching 10,000 metric tons 

o:f shrimp annually by next year. I:f this situation develops according 

to plan it will have serious consequences for competing .American 

:fishermen. 

Right now Cuban vessels are apparently concentrating their operations 

off Venezuela near the Orinoco River mouth, and off' Surinam, Guayna 

and French Guiana_. Nevertheless, she must be closely watched as a 

potential competitor for shrimp stocks elsewhere. 

A review of the major traditional fisheries in the Gulf and South 

Atlantic area reveal's general good health--except :for the hurrican damage-

so I won't go into this matter in any detail. 

I would like, though, to talk for a moment about latent resources-

your calico scallop, thread herring and skipjack tuna. 

Underutilized resources are of great interest to me. Ground:fish, 

:for example, are abundant off Alaska's coast yet are not being harvested 

to a significant degree by U.S. fishermen because under present conditions 

it is not economical to do so. For economic and various other reasons, 
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the same situation is true elsewhere--pollock in the Northwt...'St ALlantiL· ~ 

anchovies off·California, and so forth. 

Be that as it may, we will be very shortsighted if we do not push 

hard to devise ways to harvest, process, and market all available 

fishery resources in an economical manner. The demand for seafood for 

human consumption and other purposes is bound to continue upward. Our 

domestic industry must be in a position to share competitively in this 

market. 

The vast and latent calico scallop resource is a case in point. 

This recent discovery--a result of exploratory efforts--has been a real 

find. I understand that industry has now begun to harvest large beds 

off the east coast of Florida with the expectation that this fishery 

may develop into one of the most valuable in the U.S. 

Thread herring is another large and woef'ully underutilized fishery. 

I know that research is underway on migration patterns and sensitivity 

of this species to water temperature. I am also aware that some work 

has been done on deveioping methods to catch this species efficiently. 

But if we are ever to fully tap this great resource we need scientific 

data that will support lowering of institutional barriers. Such 

barriers are hindering rational development of this resource. FUture 

emphasis of departmental programs will take this fact into account. 

Another potential supply for U.S. fishermen is skipjack tuna. I 

understand that U.S. industry has developed a growing interest in this 
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species. Research efforts to date have conclusively proved that a 

vast skipjack resource exists in the Tropical Atlantic. Let's go after 

it before it becomes some other nation's 'property!" 

Since the Commissioner is also responsible for Federal overview 

of sport fishing activities, let me say a word now about marine game 

fishing. The number of salt water anglers here and elsewhere in the 

world is pushing upward at a great rate. In 1965, the last year for 

which we have firm figures, more than eight million .Americans fished 

in salt water for recreation. They spent almost $800 million for over 

95 million days of recreation. Some estimates have placed the economic 

value of marine sport fishing in second place, right behind shrimp, in 

the Gulf and South Atlantic. 

Billfish, of course, contribute significantly to this total dollar 

volume. And since they are not only sought by both sportsmen and 

commercial fishermen but also are subject to international exploitation, 

their man~ement and utilization is controversial. 

While this problem is far from being solved--perhaps it never will 

be campletely--some progress is being made. I am especiallVencouraged 

by the joint research being conducted on billfish by the Bureaus of 

Sport Fisheries and Wildlife and Commercial Fisheries together with the 

Florida Board of Conservation, and various universities. 

The research vessel Rachel Carson has been outfitted with some new 

and sophisticated machinery and scientific equipment, and is being used 
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extensively in -these ocean research ::>tudies. While 0c:ientif'ic data-may 

not lead to total solution of the billfish problem, it will at least 

provide us with a basis for more rational discussion. 

In conclusion, let me emphasize that it has been a pleasure to 

meet with your Commission. I appreciate the opportunity to express my 

views on some of our mutual problems and accomplishments and I welcome 

an expression of yours. 

A hallmark of this Administration, as President Nixon has repeatedly 

pointed. out, will be increased local involvement in national affairs. 

As a fish and wildlife professional, and as a member of the new 

Administration team, I think this grassroots concept is an excellent 

idea. I intend to continue to put it into practice every time I get 

a chance to do so. 
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PROGRESS OF FEDERAL AID COMMERCIAL FISHERIES PROGRAM - GULF STATES 

By 

I. B. Byrd 
Chief, Office of Federal Aid 

Bureau of Connnercial Fisheries 
St. Petersburg, Florida 

at 
Gulf States Marine Fisheries Connnission Meeting 

Biloxi, Mississippi 
December 3-5, 1969 

The Gulf States have continued to utilize their PL 88-309 funds 

efficiently and effectively. During the past year, they obligated 

a total of $1,303,769.48 Federal funds and employed 68 technical 

personnel for 36 Federal Aid projects. The data, information and 

facilities resulting from these projects have enabled the States to 

better manage their respective commercial fishery resources. The 

Federal Aid program has also provided the impetus for closer 

cooperation between the States, industry, universities, and the 

Bureau of Commercial Fisheries. 

Several projects have been completed. The largest single effort ha.s 

been the Cooperative Gulf of Mexico Estuarine Inventory. All of the 

participating States and the Bureau have completed the collection 

of field data and are prepa~ing an estuarine atlas for their respec-

tive study areas. This information which includes data on hydrology, 

biology, sedimentology and general area descriptions will be valuable 

in the preservation and management of these estuarine areas. 



Alabama and Texas have successfully planted seed oysters and/or 

cultch material utilizing resource disaster funds. The disaster_~n 

Texas was caused by Hurricane Beulah and the one in Alabama by 

mortalities of unknown causes.· Unfortunately, a major portion of the 

cultch material distributed in Alabama was destroyed by Hurricane 

Camille. Alabama has also demonstrated the economic feasibility of 

three-dimensional oyster culture. However, because of high costs 

involved in this type of culture and the shortage of suitable areas, 

the application of the necessary technique appears to be limited for 

most of the Gulf area in the innnediate future. 

Louisiana has completed the construction of sixteen %~acre mari

cul ture ponds at the State's Grand Terre laboratory. These ponds 

are ideally suited for the experimental culture of shrimp. Some of 

the best shrimp culture research conducted to date has been accom

plished in these ponds. 

Mississippi has finished their study of the State's polluted and 

unpolluted oyster producing bottoms. As a result of this project, 

the State has successfully transplanted oysters from polluted to 

unpolluted areas where following a period for depuration, they were 

harvested by industry. Mississippi has also concluded a 3-year study 

of the offshore fa.una out to the 50 fathom curve. The results of 

this project will provide valuable supplemental informa.tion for the 

cooperative estuarine inventory. 
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Texas has completed construction of their coastal experiment station 

at Palacios which consists of a laboratory, storage area, and 23 

ponds containing 21 surface acres of e~perimental ponds. The facili

ties at this station are suitable for rearing coastal organisms 

under a variety of combinations of environmental conditions. Research 

activities are now underway at the station under a new PL 88-309 

project. 

All of you are aware that the two films developed through the 

cooperative efforts of five Gulf States and BCF have been completed. 

The 28-minute film, "Estuarine Heritage" is now available for distri

bution. The shorter 14-minute film, "Biologist and the Boy" is 

being considered for distribution by two of the Nations largest 

movie corporations. Therefore, distribution of this film is temporar

ily restricted by mutual agreement of the five participating States 

and the Bureau. 

Several of the initiated projects are still underway an<l progressing 

with excellent results. In addition, the Gulf States have initiated 

many new projects. Included among these continuing and new projects 

are: 

Florida's and Texas' marketing projects both of which are doing an 

outstanding job of assisting industry through their educational 

efforts. 
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Florida has continued the construction of permanent oyster reefs 

which, to date, consist of over 66 acres. Louisiana's oyster lease 

control monument project has resulted in the placement of over 800 

monuments controlling approximately 276,000 acres of leasable oyster 

bottoms. The employment of these control monuments has greatly 

assisted the State and oyster fishermen in identifying and protecting 

leases for a better harvest. 

Texas has almost completed their initial exploratory fishing project 

utilizing their research vessel, Western Q.l!.lf which was constructed 

under PL 88-309. 

Louisiana has new research projects relative to shrimp, blue crabs, 

clams, oysters, and industrial fish to supplement information 

obtained from the cooperative estuarine inventory. 

Florida is participating in a cooperative blue crab study with the 

three other South Atlantic States. This study is financed with 

resource disaster funds. 

Of course, you are aware that I have mentioned only a few of the 

PL 88-309 projects underway in the Gulf States. Many other research 

and development projects relative to shrimp, technology, statistics, 

clams, oysters, and environmental studies are presently underway. 

Three new projects of particular interest to the oyster industry have 

recently been approved to help Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi 

to alleviate the damages caused to the seed oyster producing areas 



of the States by Hurricane Camille. These projects are funded with 

resource disaster funds. Project objectives provide for the distri

bution of cultch material in order to ~ssist in expediting the 

recovery of the affected areas. 
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Room 226, 400 Royal Street 
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FISHING INDUSTRY ADVISORY COM1'1ITTEE 
Robert Evans, Chairman 

U. S. COAST GUARD ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Captain Phillip Hogue, Chairman 

G .. S.M.F.C. ESTUARINE TECHNICAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
Dro Ted Ford, Chairman 

GENERAL SESSION 

ROYAL ORLEANS HOTEL ~AST SALON 

Presiding: Honorable Virgil Versaggi, Chairman 

REGISTRATION 

8:30 A.M. 

9:30 A.M .. 

WELCOME ADDRIDSS 

FOYER - ROYAL ORLEANS HOTEL COMPLIMENTARY 

Call to Order: 

Roll Call: 

Invocation: 

Chairman Virgil Versaggi 

Executive Director Joe Colson 

Father Joseph McDermott 
St. Louis Cathedral 

Dr. Lyle Sto Amant, Assistant Director, Louisiana Wild Life & 
Fisheries, New Orleans, Louisiana 
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BUREAU OF COMMERCIAL FISHERIES WASHINGTON REPORT 
Russell To Norris, AssVt Director Resource Development, Washington, D.Co 

COOPERATIVE F.DoAo SHELLFISH SANITATION .PROGRAM 
Jo D., Clem, Chief, Shellfish Sanitation, Bureau of Complian.c.e~ ·Washington 

COMMENTS ON FUTURE FISHERY LEGISLATION 
Lee Jo Weddig, Ex., Director, National Fisheries Inst .. , Washington, D.C. 

11:00 A .. M .. COFFEE BREAK 

11:15 A.M. MODERN TECHNOLOGY OF UNLOADING & GRADING FISH, SHRIMP & SHELLFISH 
Jim Smith, Sales Engineer, Sort-Rite Sales Corp., Harlingen, Texas 

HARD CORE JOB EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING PROGRAM FOR SEAFOOD INDUSTRY 
George Mollere, Director, National Alliance for Businessmen, New Orleans 

12:00 P.M. RECESS FOR LUNCH 

2 :00 P.M. CURRENT STATUS OF SEA-GRANT PROGRAM 
Robert D., Wildman, Project Support Office, Sea-Grant 
National Science Foundation, Washington, D. C. 

SEA-GRANT DEVELOPMENT LOUISIANA STAT.E UNIVERSITY (Baton Rouge) 
. Dr., Harold Loesch, .Professor, LSU, Ba.ton Rouge, Louisiana 

FISHING INDUSTRY_ADVISORY COMMITTEE (Underwater Obstruction Sub-Committee) 
Robert Evans, Regional Oil & Gas Supervisor, Branch of Oil and Gas 
Operations, Department of the Interior, New Orleans, Louisiana 

3 :00 P.M. COFFEE BREAK 

6:00 PoMo 

Uo So COAST GUARD ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT 
Captain Phillip Hogue, Chief, Search & Rescue, 8th Coast Guard District 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

ESTUARINE TECHNICAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Dr. Ted Ford, Chief, Oyster Water Bottoms & Seafood Division 
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Connnission, New Orleans, Louisiana 

MARICULTURE SUB-COMMITTEE (Initial Report) Grand Terre Meeting 
Terrance Leary, Coastal Fisheries Coordinator, Texas Parks and Wildlife, 
Austin, Texas (Chairman, Sub-Committee) 

GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION-RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 
Time and Place will be announced 

.§P.ECIAL .EVENTS 

}HURSDAY2 MARCH 272 1962 

COCKTAILS & HORS D'OEUVRES 

.EAST SALON, ROYAL ORLEANS 

COMPLIMENTS OF LOUISIANA TRADE GROUPS 

-2- (Special Events continued on Page 3) 



6:00 P.M. (Special Event continued) 

Trade Group Sponsors: American Shrimp Canners Association 
Louisiana Shell Producers Association 
Louisiana Shrimp Association 
The Laitram Corporation 
Wallace Menhaden 

Intr°'uction of: Dr. Leslie L. Glasgow, Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior, Fish, Wildlife, Parks and Marine Resources 

Testimonial to: Seton Thompson, Retired Region II Director, Bureau 
of Commercial Fisheries, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Premiere of: 11Estuarine Heritage'' Film produced in cooperation 
with Bureau of Commercial Fisheries & Gulf States 
Marine Fisheries Commission 

Presentation of: Appreciation Award to Teen. Age Star, Gerald 11P0okie 11 

Warren of Mobile, Alabama for his vilunteer part 
in tae film east 

rRIDAY - MARCK 288 1962 

8:00 A.M. COMMISSION EXECUTIVE :MEETING & BREAKFAST PETIT SALON 

EAST SALON 10:00 A.M. COFFEE & DANISH Q!_NERAL MEETING ROOM 

10:30 A.M. EXPERD1ENTS IN THE DESIGN OF S:IECTIVE SHRIMP TRAWLS 
Dr. Dayton L. Alverson, Ease Director, Exploratory Fishing & Gear 
Research, Bureau of Co:mmercial Fisheries, Seattle, Washington 

ESTUARINE PROT.ECTION TAKES A NEW TURN 
R .. T. 11Dickn Whiteleather, Acting Director Region II 
Bureau of Conunercial Fisheries, St. Petersburg, Florida 

11 INRYBPROM - u 6an RUSSIA'S FISHING FAm 
Charles I.wles, Bureau of Comm.eii.I~J:.l"Fisheries, Arlington, Virginia 
(An outstanding array ot slides of Russian Fisheries) 

COMMISSION EXECUTIVE MEETINGi..EPORT 
Resolutions - Future plans for Legislative action 9lst Congrese 

ATTENTION: Anyone having resolutions to submit, ·:i.ldndly have them prepared 
in proper form and present at 4:30 PM; +hursday, March 27, 1969, 
prior to Resolutions Committee Meetin.go 

NOTE: The next Commission meeting will be held at the Broadwater Beach, 
Bilii, Mississippi on October 22-24, 1969 

Check-out time at Royal Orleans is 3:00 P.M. 
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CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL VERSAGGI 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
.J. V. (JOE) COLSON 

C/0 VERSAGGI SHRIMP CO. 
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78521 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
GEORGE BRUMFIELO 
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ROOM 225 • 400 ROYAL STREET 
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TELEPHONE: 524•1765 

TENTATIV3 
~(5ClliXH 

~ R I N G 
MEETING 

MARCH 26-28, 1969 
· • NEW ORI1£AlJ§~-- LOUISIAJ"1A 

ROYAL ORLEAHS HOTEL 

P&"S-SESSION MEETINGS -------------------------:----- WEDNESDAY, 1YIARCH 2Q, 1969 

MGIONAL UNDERilNI~:!:R OBSTRUCTION ADVISORY COHMIT'rU 1:00 .P.H. 

2:30 P.H. 

3 :.30 P .M. 

NOT?~: 

Robert Evans, Chairman 

U. S. COAST GUARD ADVISORY COrnITTTEE (Ei'th lJaval District) 
Captain Phillip Hogue, Chairman 

G.S.M.F.C. l~STUARINE TECHlHCAL COORDINGATING COMlII'i"11EE 
Dr. Ted Ford, Chairman 

All above meetings will be conducted in Rocm 226, 400 Royal 
Street, Wild Life and Fisheries Building,, New Orleans, I.a. 

GENEI-lAL SESSION 

March 27 & 28, 1969 ROYAL ORLEANS HOTEIJ EAST SALON 

Honorable Virgil Versaggi, Chairman Presiding 

8:30 A.H. Foyer of Roy:al Orlean§. 

9:30 A.M. Roll Ca.11 lnvocation (East Salon) 

Introduction by Dr. Lyle St. Am.ant, Assistant Director 
Louisiana. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

DR. lESLIE L. GIASGQli., Professor, Louisiana State University School of 
Forestry and Wild Ll.i'e · 

NQ.t;I~rf:E for Assistant Secretary of Interior, Fish, Wildlife~ .Parks and 
Marine Resource 

REPORT 
BUHEAU OF CCfl.JERCIAL FISHERIES WASHINGTON Russell T. Norris~ Assistant Director 

ALABAMA • FLORIDA • LCUISIANA • MISSISSIPPI TEXAS.d.esource 
Development 



COOPEH.ATIVE F .D .A. SHEI;LFISH SANITA 'I'ION I-'ROGRAl'.I 
J. D. Clem, Chief Shellfish Sanitation, Bureau of Compliance, Washington, D. 

CCTv.iErENTS ON FU'l1JRE FIS_If&~Y IEGISLATION . 
Lee J. \1eddig, Ex .• Director, I~atiop.al Fisheries Lust., lfashington, D. C. 

11:15 A.N. MODERN TECHNOLOGY OF mr~pADING & Gf(ADING FISH, SHRil-J? & SHELLFISH 

Jim ~nith, Sales Engineer, Sort-Rite Sales Corp., Harlingen, Texas 

12:0Q ·(Noon) LUNCH 

2:00 P.M. 
. 

CURllE~rr S'J."A TUS OF SEA-GW1.N111 PH.OG.UJ\H 
Robert D. Wildnan, Project Support Office, Sea-Grant 
National Science Foundation, Hashington, D. C. 

SEA-GHANT DEVELo.Pl·filNT LOUISIAHA STATE UNIVERSITY (Baton Rouge) 
Dr. Harold Loe sh, Professor, LSU, Ba.ton Rouge, Louisiana ... 
FTSHING. ~IDUST~I._~DVISORY COI.J:.UTTlGE (Underwater Obstruction Sub-Conmrl.ttee) 
Hobert Evans, Regional Oil & Gas Supervisor, Branch of Oil and Gas 
Operations, Department of the Interior 

U. s~_Q_OAST GlJARD ADVISQI].Y COHMITTH'~ HEPOH'I' 
Captain PhillJ.p Hogue·, Chief Search & Rescue, 8th Coast Guard District 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

ESTUARINJ~ 'l-ZCHNJ;.QAL CO ORD TI'TGA T DIG COI>1H+'I1T£:".E R.EPOR'l' 
Dr. Ted Ford, Chief, ~ster 1·Jater Bottom,s & Seafood Division 
Louisiana Wild Life and F'isherj.es Commission, New Or leans, Louisiana 

MAHICUL1lJR12_§UB-COJ:-.ilfrl1'T:§E _(Initial R~J?grt ). Grand ~J.1erre Meeting 
'I' err a.nee Leary, Coastal Fisheries Coordinator, 'I1e:xas Parks and Wildlife· 
Austin, Te;ms (Chairman, Sub-Committee) · 

GULF STA'l~S wn INE FISHEI-UES COUITSSIQN - R.ESOLTYl'IONS COL}II1'11::iJ~ MEE~.JNG 
Time and Place to be announced. 

THURSDAY - 6:00 P.H. EAS'I1 SALON 
~--:-::::::::===-~---==== ~= 

COCF/fAILS & HO.as D• OEUVHES C01JPI,IMENTS OF LOUISIANA ~·HAD]: GHOUPS 

PREHIEPi.E ESTUARHJE HERITAGE 
Film producedin-;ooperation with Bureau of Commercial 
Fisheries and G\11f States Harine Fisheries Commission 

To: '1.1een Age Star Gerald "Pookie rr ~Jarren of i-.Tobile, 
Alabama for his voltunteer participation in the 
"Estuarine Heritagerr film cast. 

~~'110N THOEPSOH TZ:STnIONIAL 

Test:i.Jnonial to Seton Thompson, Retir~d Region 11 Dir~~tor 
Bureau of Ca.111111ercial Fisheries, St. Petersburg, Floriua 
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8:00 A.H. 

10:30 A.H. 

FRIDAY' - E.AHCH 28, 1_269 · 

E...\Pl"'.:RINENTS IN 'I1HE DESIGN OF &'2;1..1'.~CTlV-S SHRH1P THAWLS 
Dayton L. Alverson, Bas~ Director, Exploratory F.ishing & Gear Research 
Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, Seattle, Washington 

"IHRYBPROM - '68tt l~!fSSIA_!_§ F'ISHING FAIR 
Outstanding array of slides of Hussian Fisheries· 
Charles Lyles, Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, Arlington, Virginia 

COl'11HSSION :&:'C.t~CU1TVE 1JfilETDJG Hl!~OH.T 
Res~lUtions~·:_ Futureplan-~for Legislative Action 9lst Congress 

------·-·-------
ATTENTION: Anyone having resolutions to submit, kindly have them prepared in proper 

form and present prior to Resolution Committee Meeting 4:30 P.M. Thursday, 

NOTE: 

March 27, 1969. 10· 

Wish to also request that you bring a member of the fisheries industry so 
·that they may learn what our Compact can do for them toward future 
development, i.e. gear research and development, marketing methods, ways 
of producing quality merchandise, sponsoring legislation to benefit 
fishing advancement. · 

J OSE:PH V •. GOLSON 
EXECUTIVE DilIBCTOR 

.QID~~CE:-OUT TllJE A'l, HOYAL OFJ~I'JS HQTEL I§_). :00 P .:f:tb_ 

-3-



( 

TENTATIVE * ~~ * PROGH.AM 

GULF STAT.ES MAIUNE FISHERIBS COMMISSION -- ANNUAL SPRING MEETDlG 

ROYAL ORLEANS HOTEL * Har ch 26-28, 196,.2 

NEW ORLEANS,_ LA. · 

PRE-SESSION MEETINGS: • .- ••••••••••••••••••• Wednesday, March 26th. 

1:00 PM -- PaEGIISJNAL UNDERWATER OBSTH.UCTIOI'J ADVISORY C01';1MITTEE: 

2 :30. PM -- COAST GUAB.D ADVISOHY COl-il}ITTT.EE: Eighth Naval District 

3 :30 PM -- G.S.M.F.C. - ESTUAHINE; TECHNICAL COORDINATilJG COMMrrTEE: 

NOTE:- - - ALL THE ABOVE MEETINGS WILL BE CONDUCi:ffiD IN ROOM- 226 . _;·"Wild.lite & 
Fisheries Building, 400 Royal Street, ·Ne~ Orleans, La. 

GENERAL.SESSION 

ROYAL ORIBANS HOTEL = = EAST SALON : = MARCH 27-28 

Hon. Virgil Versaggi, Chairman Presiding 

8:.30 AM== REGIST.ERATION, (Foyer) · Complimentary 

9 :30 AM = = CALL TO ORDER * * * ROLL CALL * * ~(" IlJVOCATION (EAST SALON) . . 

WELCCM.Ji: ADDRESS: Introduction by Dr. Lyle St .. .Amant, Asst. Director 
Louisiana Wild.lite & Fisheries Commission 

DR. LESLIE L. GLASQQ!: L. S. U., Baton Rouge, La. 
Nominee for Asst. Secretary of Interior 
Fish, Wildlife, Parks and Mar~e Resource 

(~-: 

BUH..~U OF CONMERCIAL FISHERIES WASHING'I'ON REPORT: Russel T. Norris, Asst. Director 
Resource Development · . 

COOPSH.ATI\TE F .D.A. SHELLFISH SANITATION PROGRAM: J. D. Clem, Chief Shellfish 
Sanitation, Bureau of Compliance 
Washington, Do 'C. 

COiv~Kl!.:NTS ON FUTURE FISHERY LEGISLATION: Lee J. Weddig, Executive Director- . 
National Fisheries Institute, Wash.,D.C. 

11:00 ·Al1: = = = = = = =·= = = = = =·~ = COFFEE .BREAK 

11:15 AM: MODERN 'l~CKNOLOGY OF UNLOADING & GRADING FISH, SHRIMP AND SHELIJ.i'ISH: . 
Jim Smi.th, Representing Sb:'t-rite Sales Corp., Harlingen, Texas 

i:noo L(Noan) • • • • • o • ," • .. • • • • WNCH 
./~ ·;~ \ 

2:00 PM: - ~ CURRENT STATUS ON SEA-GRANT PROGRPJ1i: Robert n·~·~w:tldm.an, Project Support 
Office, Sea-Grant - National 
Science Foundation, Washington, D.c.· < 

, -OVE.!'1.-



( CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL VERSAGGI 

C/O VERSAGGI SHRIMP CO. 
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78521 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
.J. V. (.JOE) COLSON 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
GEORGE BRUMFIELD 

MOSS POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
ROOM 225 • 400 ROYAL STREET 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70130 

EXECUTIVE MINUTES - RoYAL ORLEANS HOTEL 
March 28, 1969 

, ·The Executive session opened with breakfast at 8:00 A. M. 

TEL.EPHCNE: 524•1765 • 

Chairman Versaggi called the meeting of the Executive Session to order at 
8:45 A. M. The roll was called by staies, and the following were present: 

AI.ABAMA 

·F~ORIDA 

LOUISIANA 

TEXAS 

Johnie H. Crance {Proxy for Joseph W. Grai.liam) 
Johnie H. Crance (Proxy for L. W. Brannan, Jr.) 
Vernon Shriner 

Randolph Hodges 
Harmon Shields (Proxy for J. Lorenzo Walker) 
Edwin A. Joyce, Jr. (Proxy for Walter O. Sheppard). 

Dr. Lyle St. Am.ant (Proxy for Clark M. Hoffpauer) 
James H. Summersgill 

J. R. Singleton 
Virgil Versaggi 

The Chairman reported a quorum present. 

Commissioner Versaggi moved to dispense with the reading of the Minutes of 
October 4, 1968 meeting, motion was seconded by Mr. Hodges and carried. 

Chairman Randolph Hodges, of the Resolutions Committee, gave his report. Mr. 
Hodges stated that it was the feeling of the Resolutions Committee that there should 
:be a follow-up on the resolutions passed.and that the Executive Director of the 
Commission give a report at each meeting telling how the resulutions were received 
and what action was taken as a result of tpe resolutions passed by the Gulf States 
Marine Fisheries Commission. · 

The following resolutions were read and adopted: 

Resolutions: 

1. Undertake Action Program of Estuarine Preservation. 
2. Recommend and Encourage Consumer Protection and ~ironmental Health 

SerVice to Continue and E.xpand their Work. 
3. Request Public Health Develop Standard of Hard Shell Clam Depuration. 
4. Invite Atlantic States ~farine Fisheries Commission to meet with the Gulf 

States ~farine Fisheries Commission in Florida, October, 1970. 
5. _Full Funding of P. L. 88-309. 

ALABAMA • FLORIDA • LOUISIANA. • MISSISSIPPI • TEXAS 



Executive Session 
Resolutions {Continued) 

6. Resolution Tharl.king A.nthur Godfrey for Narration of Film, "Estuarine 
Heritage". 

7-~'. Revise Outer Continental Shelf Ruling No. 4. 
8. Estuarine Technical Committee Forms Anadromous Connnittee. 
9. Executive Director of Gulf States to Appoint a Committee for Review of 

Bureau of Commercial Fisheries Program in Gulf States. 
10. U. s. Coast Guard requested not to Waive the Marking of Underwater 

Completions in the Gulf States Area. 

The Shell.fi·sh Certification Program was discussed, and the effect of it being 
placed under the Food and Drug Administration. 

Director Colson requested that "Thank Youn Resolutions be eliminated and that a 
motion be passed at each meeting directing him to send "Thank You" Letters to hosts 
of meetings and to hotels. · 

Director Colson requested approval to invite the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission to meet with the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission in Tampa, Florida, 
October 19.70, and to time the meeting so that it will coincide with the American 
Fish Expo to be held in Tampa, October 14-17, 1970. This would give members of both 
Commissions an opportunity to visit this interesting exhibit pertaining to fisheries. 
~P..P.!:gval granted by passing of Resolution No. 4~ 

Full funding of P.L. 88-309 was discussed at length, and the final decision 
reached was that each section of the bill should be spelled out in the resolution 
which was being sent to the Congressmen and others concered in Washington. The 
sections and their purpose are: Section 4 (a), the money allocated to the states to 
be matched, Section 4 (b), the Resource Disaster Fund, and 4 (c), which is for new 
industry. 

Mr. Dick Whiteleather, Acting Director, Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, St. 
Petersburg, Florida, stated that one of the important things accomplished by the 
Commission recently was the compatability with the oil industry. He suggested that 
an oil man be invited to accompany a fisherman to Washington when mutually concerned 
problems were to be heard. This would be indicative of the coordination here in the 
Gulf States, and we would hope that the people in Washington that we deal with would 
look with favor on this coordination. -It was agreed ·that this could be done. 

The Fall Meeting will be held at the Broadwater Beach Hotel, Biloxi, Mississippi, 
October 22-24, 1969. 

The Chairman declared the Executive Session adjourned at 10:00 A.M. 

2 ~ v. C!J,,.,--
Joseph V. Colson 
Executive Director 

::;. 
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Resolution 
Estuarine 
protection. 
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MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE MEETING 

Chairman Virgil Versaggi called meeting to order. 

Resolution Committee Chairman Randolph Hodges gave a report 
on Resolutions Committee. 

Executive Director Joseph Colson read Estuarine Protection 
Res elution. 

COLSON: I think what the intent is that we take and exchange the Gulf 
States and the Gulf Coast Area. I think Libby-~::. _I think she picked it 
up----

WALLACE: I picked it up - - -this was the result of a report of George 
Spinners and it would need a revision. I asked Mary Lou to 
duplicate it and submit it for your consideration and to modify it in 
such a way to apply to the Gulf States and then you both would have 18 
States you see on record for preservation of estuarine areas when
ever you will need it. You riever know when that will come in mighty 
handy. 

VERS:A.GGI: Is there a discussion? 

BRUMFIELD: I move that this resolution be adopted with modifications. 

VERSAGGI: Do we have a second? 

COLSON: Yes, Singleton. 

Y:ERSAGGI: It has been moved and seconded that the Resolution with 
modifications be adopted. All in favor. Adopted. 

COLSON: (Reads Public Health Resolution). Ted, I think you had some 
comments on this resolution. 

DR. FORD: I asked, or questioned it, because I didn't know what it 
meant. I didn't know the background. I believe you were going to talk 
to Dick Hammerstrom. 

~:~----used when sentence not finished 
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COLSON: Dick, would you give us some background as to .':Whaihas 
happened to your department, they have designated direct duties, 
or something or the other. 

HAMMERSTROM: Dave Clem in his tal~ yesterday mentioned something 
about the organizations duties (too much noise to understand)- -
(some of the conversation continued ----of the public Health 
Service, the new agency - - -the environmental organization, the 
Food and Drug Administration----
Shellfish Certification Program has been placed under the Food and 
Drug Administration, the Research Support to this operations 
program is still in the laboratories, rather designated as Water 
Hygenie Laboratories, and this is in the Environmental Control 
Administra:tion. Now there has been a great deal of discussion 
between Environmental Control Administration and Food and Drug 
Administration as to what support should be provided in the research 
program to the Shellfish Certification Program. I think the intent of 
this resolution means the desire to express through this resolution 
the support will continue and not be cut back, cuase these Water 
Hygenie Laboratories will take on more work in water hygenie, but 
will continue in the shellfish field. 

ST. AMANT: I got the distinct impression that they don't go into the 
field and work with the environment. 

HAMMERSTROM: That's correct. 

ST. AMANT: Now, under the new system if you all relieve them, we 
assume that we know what's on the environmental shelf. 

HAMMERSTROM: It's hard for me to judge that, but all of the same 
(could not understand rest, too much coughing, etc.) 

ST. AMANT: I move that we adopt that resolution. 

VERSAGGI: Do we have a second to that motion? Randolph. The motion 
has been made and seconded, are all of you in favor? Motion is 
carried. 
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HODGES: Virgil, if I may, I may have to leave before we finish this 
committee report. It was the feeling of the Resolutions· Committee 
that over the years we have just ~ome to adopting resolutions and 
that is the end of it. You may get an acknowledgment, or you may 
not. Anyway, we felt that some effort shouW be made to follow up 
on these resolutions if we're going to adopt them. Joe agreed that 
he would give us a report on how these resolutions were received 
and what action was taken as a result of these resolutions being 
passed by the Gulf States. 

I think it is the general feeling of the Resolutions Committee that it 
would be far better to adopt one resolution than several, and to 
follow up on it, and get some action, rather than adopt a dozen and 
then forget about it. 

COLSON: There's something else, Randolph. I mentioned yesterday 

write thank 
you letters to 
those assisting 
with meeting 

as far as some of these resolutions being acknowledged, this giving 
our thanks to --for what had been done, you know, the normal 
formality that we do, we decided, they decided, rather, that we 
would just - - -that they would give me orders to write letters of 
thanks various departments and the agencies and it would make it a little 
more personal. The fact is that we don't want to clutter our files with 
resolutions, go through all these resolutions to find a good one and 

( 
.; 11.S tead of 
~solutions. 

that's what we' re trying to do to trim that down to where when we look 
at a resolution it will be strictly business, and I think it would help 
there too in that direction. 

BENSON: What is their thinking? 

HODGES: You want to vote on that? 

COLSON: Well, it would be a matter - - -we would need a motion that 
we, in the future, that we would go ahead each time we would need a 
motion and we would just go ahead and we would list the people that 
we send these letter to---giving me order to write personal letters to 
these people rather than resolutions - -

BENSON: Is the motion to eliminate the thank-you resolutions to hotels 
and things like that? 

COLSQ\f : No, you make a new motion each time, you just make a motion 
now directing me to offer the thanks to the various people, not a 
reelolution, just a motioi:i, and we'll keep it in the minutes each time 
that we will be, it's a formality, but it 'Wmn't':be cluttering the resolutions 
file. 



,, , 

( 

i 
\ 

( 

Minutes of Executive Meeting 
March 28, 1969 

HODGES & 

Page 4 

BRUMFIELD: You want a motion to write a letter to thank----

BENSON: You want a motion to discontinue the resolutions? 

HODGES: So he can report back to us, the action of the group-----

COLSON: No, all we want is a motion saying that directing the 
Executive Director to offer the gratitude, thanks to the various 
people that have assisted in promoting this meeting, making it a 
success, and thanwe'll get normally the hotels and the Louisiana 
Shrimp and so forth, and others that have contributed to us, it'll 
keep from cluttering the files. 

VERSAGGI: Did you get the motion? 

COLSON: Vernon and Randolph. 

VERSAGGI: Gentlemen, you heard the motion made and seconded that the 
Executive Director be instructed to write letters of thanks to all 
persons that help to make this meeting a success. All in favor of 
the motion signify by the usual.,. Motion carried. 

COLSON: Seems like you had three motions, Libby. Here we have 
this one had been adopted (reads Hard Shell Clam Depuration 
Resolution t-:n standards requested from Public Health) 

HODGES: Mr. Chairman, that latter, about the last sentence there was 
an amendment suggested by the resolutions committee, I move for 
the a:doption of the resolution as amended. 

COLSON: Dick, you want to say why they, we added that, had a 
discussion, in a sense, and Libby------

HAMJv.E RS TROM: The modification to that, Joe. I think it was to 
recognize the species and the variations- - - -

COLSON: And to put it on a regional .basis,. rather, that seemed to be 
the problem. I think Ted is explaining to Libby. 

ST. AMANT: We questioned whether our oysters ought to be added to 
that resolution, we have a standard for oyster depuration now-----

HAMMERSTROM: Well, we have standards we're using, but I don't think 
we've had oysters and clams- - -
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HAMMERSTROM: If the person is certified and approved and operated 
under the Part (4), we're ready to certify----

WALLACE: There are bodies of water that are just about to go under 
and those resources will not be used unless we have standards by 
which we could purify the product, I'm talking molluscular, for this 
re as on that was put in. The hard clam is much more difficult than 
the soft clam or the oyster, but you know in order to have oysters 
and clams and to have the different standards set that are relavent 
to the species and say to the people raflsing them because- - - - -

HODGES: Dick, have a question here. We have a group on the East 
Coast of Florida ready to put a considerable amount of money in a 
depuration plant for oysters, do I understand from your answe.r 
that you are ready to certify that operation if it's operated in 
accordance with USFD? 

HAMMERSTROM: They have to be approved by your State controlled 
agencies; we are ready to endorse that plan if it's approved by the 
State Board of Health. 

VERSAGGI: We have a motion; 

HODGES: I move that we adop.t the re solution. 

VERSAGGI: Do we have a second to it? Millette. Motion has been made 
and seconded, all in favor? Motion carried. 

COLSON: Before Randolph leaves, he may want to pull out, we have 
October, 1970, we think we are looking ahead, bu it isn't so because 
I tried to get the Morteleone Hotel for this meeting a year a:g.d a half 

1eet with Atlantic 
tate s, Oct. 197 O. 
:arried. 

ago, and they were booked out, I have just received word that the - - - -
at the American Fish Expo will be at Tampa, October 14-17, 1970, 
and we had some discussion on this previously at one of the meetings 
down in Miami recently, Mr. Hodges was involved_ in the discussion-
located there - - - -and they are requesting that we meet with them on or 
about that time, that is not meet with them, but in the city to where 

(, 

Fish .Expo to 
be held 
Tamp, Oct. 
1q70. 

we could participate in seeing this Expo, and I personally recommend 
it because it would- - - -because a lot of us would normally not get to 
see it ever, it would mean a special trip. It's been held in Boston, 
and it's going to be on the West Coast this year in Seattle. So what 

happened, I then thought of maybe we should try to combine the Atlantic 
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COLSON: (Continued) States and have a joint meeting like we had some 
few years back in Miami and where we fell flat on our face. We 
had a hurricane and a lot of memebers couldn't come, we didn1 t 
even have a quorum, but still I would like to submit this to the 
Commission for th-fair thinking, in a sense, where we would have----
pass a resolution and make a motion, natu.rally, that we would meet at 
that time, give a resolution to- - - - -inviting the Atlantic States to meet 
jointly with us at this date in Tampa. The reason for the resolution 
is the fact that they are destined to meet in another area, North 
Atlantic Area it seems at that time, it would almost need - require 
this resolution to justify their coming down South- - - - -

VERSAGGI: Can this Commission at this time - we'll have a new 
chairman come October, can we obligate him and the Commission 
for about a year and a half? 

COLSON: Well, we always do, in a sense, for as meeting places, we 
are normally ---it so happens that our compat would have met in 
Florida in October of 1970, it just so happens that it was their turn, 
that worked out fine, we have to book these meetings, as I say, 
a year, a year and a half anyway to get accommodations. 

VERSAGGI: Well, gentlemen, you have heard the report of the Executive ' 
Director, what is your pleasure? 

HODGES: Mr. Chairman, I might comment that we are, we feel that 
this is quite an accomplishment getting this Am.erican Fishing 
Expo in Florida, and incidentally, Joe Colson helped on that, helped 
us in the Board of Conservation to come down there, and we, 
assuming that we will all be involved in the Conservation effort after 
the Florida Legislature gets through their reorganization, we 're 
going to "roll out the red carpet~' for everyone that will be our guest, 
so I hope you see fit to come down to meet with us. 

BRUMFIELD: I so move. 

SINGLETON: I second it. 

VERSAGGI: It has been moved and seconded that we meet in Florida, all 
in favor. Motion carried. 

COLSON: We will finalize the place, first wanted to get approval before 
making deals, we expect to find out Monday or Tuesday in Washington 
if the Atlantic States will agree to meet with us jointly. They have a 
real nice hotel that the Senator told me about a couple of weeks ago, 
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COLSON: (Continued) and we'll try to get in it. O. K. , we have 
another resolution that was submitted by the Estuarine -Technical 
Coordinating Committee(reads recommendation for full funding). 

VERSAGGI: Any discussion on this? 

NORRIS: I would like to ask a question. Joe, this has to be done 
pretty quickly, you're talking about this year aren't you? 

COLSON: I'm talking about ----I will deliver this Tuesday morning 
in Washington. 

NORRIS: You're talking about contacting other people, it will have to 
be done almost immediately. 

COLSON: Well, this is going through the motions, we have already 
contacted the people, the other various compacts, of course, and- - , 
but this is to sorta make it official, and we' re going to make - - - - -
get this directly to the Senators and Congressmen. 

NORRIS: Well, can I make one more comment? In the past, we've 
had two sections of this law funded, the 4 (a), which is what you 
are talking about h,ere, the money that is allocated to the states to 
be matched, Section 4 (b), the Resource Disaster Fund, funds 
appropriated every year until the current year, and it is authorized 
to appropriate $650, 000 of this section, these funds have been used 
in the past for disasters in the Gulf, or elsewhere, but mostly in the 
Gulf, and I just call this to your attention. There are funds in the 
present budget for the present fiscal year, and there are no funds 
in next years budget for this purpose, now it's not easy to justify 
funds for disaster before you know where it's going to be, but it's too 
bad that they were knocked out last year, and the reason they were 
knocked out was the fund was buidling up, these monies are available 
until expended, and it had built up to around $800, or $900, 000. 
Since that time, we have been able to get money out for Blue Crab 
on the East Coast and something coming up in New England that lohi.ks 
like it will need funds. So, now, the fund is getting down to a point 
where there won't be any money, and you might want to do something 
abmt this, cuase there is an authorization there for $650, 000 which 
could be appropriated- - -

DR. FORD: Full-funding is called for in this resolution which will cover 
the 4 (b) money too. 

NORRIS: No, I think you just referred to 5 million, didn't you, Joe? 
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NORRIS: Four (a) has an authorization for 5 million, 4 (b), $650, 000. 

DR. FORD: How much is Administration? $5, 650, 000 is the total for 
the whole authorization. 

NORRIS: Yes, and Section 4 (c), which has never had any funding 
is $100, 000. 

DR. FORD: It should be amended then to cover that. 

COLSON: You remember I talked to you about the disaste.r fund the 
last week or so and I feel------I spoke to some others and they 
said, "Well, we can always get it." Maybe we should just drop 
it, but I always like myself to recommend that we have it available, 
it's much easier to get then to go to some other agency and try to 
squeeze it out in an emergency. 

DR. FORD: Just ask for some more funding. 

VERSAGGI: Spell out the sections. 

WHITELEATHER: Four (a) and 4(b). 

NORRIS: The reason I'm bringing this up, Mr. Chairman, other parts 
of the country, New England, I know, are going to put a big push on 
to get thlis 4 (b) money restored. Historically, the part of the country 
that has pushed on thi. s has used a cut of the money. For example, 
when this law first started, Michigan, Great Lakes Area added on 
this money, and this money went to the Great Lakes because it had 
the big push from there, so I think- - - -

DR. FORD: Like all of it, Ozzie? 

NORRIS: Yes, it did, and since then almost all of it has come to the Gulf. 

DR. FORD: You gotta get a disaster first, huh? 

NORRIS: You're going to get disasters every year, some hurricanes, 
and you always have oyster bed troubles. You used this in Texas, 
you used it in Louisiana and Texas. 
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ST. AMANT: We got talked into half of it. We got a call from Washington 
and they said if you ask for part of it you can get it, take half and 
you can have it. 

VERSAGGI: You have heard the resolution as amended, do we have a 
motion? 

ST. AMANT: I move that we 9-dopt this resolution as amended. We're 
goint to adopt this res elution as amended to read, "full funding of 
the Act, including 4 (a), and 4 (b). " 

BRUMFIELD: What about 4 (c)? 

ST. AMANT: I don't know what it's for. 

VERSAGGI: That's for new industry. 

ST. AMANT: Add 4 (c) then, put it all in. 

COLSON: What about 4 (c), that $100, 000 appropriation, you said------
we're going all the way, gentlemen. 

VERSAGQI: Ted, it's your resolution. 

DR. FORD: Yes sir, that's fine with us. Full funding of the Act, 
period, and let it go, you don't go to spelling out sections or 
anything else. I know we '11 get Ozzie's cooperation on that. 

COLSON: Gentlemen, on this 88-309, I've had a little to with it 
recently, what we- - - - - -the thinking has been with some of these 
Federal people as well as our State that maybe- - - - -this was 
mentioned yesterday in resolutions committee, that maybe, one of 
these days, we should combine the Anadromous Fish with the 
Research and Development Program, and just- - - - -it would take 
less work in Washington, rather than have to go up there and pull 
their legs twice we could do it in just one time. Just do it one 
time, and then we have been treated like step-children in the 
Gulf Areas to the tune of $500, 000;; we started getting it, and then 
now it's up to $25, 000 each state. That thinking has been discussed, 
Then, we have another area of thought, insofar as trying- - - - - -
having to go up every four years and getting this bill reestablished, 
continued, and maybe next year1we got one year out this time, maybe 
the next time, the next administration, we might get cut completely. 
We should be thinking along the lire s o;§: getting a permanent research 
and development fund, of getting a permanent fund established because 
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COLSON: (Continued) the scientists have to think ahead, and your states, 
you have to work with your legislative sessions and make long 
range plans, so we should be thinking along those lines. 

VERSAGGI: We have a motion. 

HODGES: Do you have a second to your motion? 

VE RS AGGI:'' Do we have a second to Dr. St.· Amant' s motion? 

HODGES: I'd like to make an observation before we vote on it. I 
think you have a second. I just want to ask a question now. Did 
we put the amount in here, or are we just going to say full funding? 

COLSON: Full funding would be- - - - -the amount has been established, 
in the sense of full funding, $100, 000, and the 4 (b), and then you 
have 4 (a), 4 (c), I mean $100, 000---

HODGES: We have the unanimous endorsement of the Florida 
delegation that on 5 million, because that's what we asked them 
for, now, if put in here, $5, 650, 000, or whatever figure you put, 
we're going to confuse them a little bit. 

VERSAGGI: That's for 4 (b) though, the $650, 000 is for 4 (b). 

NORRIS: Even though Ted said not to spell it out, I think it would be 
best to identify the sections because it would help your people. 

HODGES: I think if would clci)(fy it if you would identify the sections. 

VERSAGGI: Ted, Randolph wants to make an amendment to your motion, 
resolution, here. He would like to spell out 4 (a) $5, 000, 000, 4 (b) 
$ 650, 000, and 4 ( c) $100, 000. 

DR. FORD: Perfectly acceptable. 

VERSAGGI'~ Dr. St. Amant? 

ST. AMANT: That's fine. 

VERSAGGI: The motion has been made and seconded as amended, all in 
favor. Motion carried. 
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COISON: We have another. (Reads thank you to Arthur Godfrey) 

VERSAGGI: I think an appropriate resolution by this Commission should 
be sent to Mr. Godfrey thanking him for his generous action in not 
charging for his services. I'll entertain the motion. 

Motion has been made and seconded by Mr. Shriner and Mr. 
Singleton. Motion carried. 

COLSON: 0. K., we have another one, gentlemen. It doesn't 
require Commission action. (Reads OCS #4 resolution). 

EVANS: Joe, I might suggest that you refer to the OCS #4 as, 
"OCS #4, Revisions as Proposed November, 1968." I would 
like to ask you to consider the deletion of the reference of the 
Advisory Committee in the resolution. I'm a part of it; I'm 
not sure how it would hit my superiors in Washington. 

COLSON: We discussed this yesterday afternoon. I don't see 
where there would be any objections to eliminating it. This 
may dis solve his committee completely if it hits Washi:r.gto n in 
that light, so this is going to be coming directly from the. Louisiana 
Shrimp Association recommending that we adopt this resolution 
clarifying- - - - -you made notes on this didn't you? 

SINGLETON: Who drew up this recommendation, Joe? 

COLSON: Bob, ·Bob Evans, can we get a copy of that proposal? 

EVANS: Certainly. 

COLSON: Make a note of this, Mary Lou. That to whoever we distribute 
to will get a copy, is it very long, Bob? 

EVANS: No, about two pages, I guess. 

COISON: Well, this motion- - - -what we've decided to do is to 
recommend the motion with a few minor changes. In this OCS 
Order, if it's adopted, if this motion is adopted, resolution is, 
well, we're going to send copies along with this to clarify in 
people's minds what it means. There, again, is something we 
have failed. We've just sent dry resolutions up there and some 
cases the Congressmen would have to do a little research on it, 
if it interested them at all, but if we have the proper information 
attached with this resolution, we'll get a lot more done, cause that 

there, they'll do it right then, and it won't require putting it in 
a stack of papers. 
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WHITELEATHER: I think that this is probably the most important 
Suggestion that, thing that we've talked about yet, if we can accomplish this, 
an oil man and we will have done more good for the fishing industry, and the 
a fisherman go compatability with the oil industry. I'm wondering if it's 
to Wash. to appropriate for you, Joe, to emphasize the need for this.· Is 
discuss mutual it possible to take an oil man along that would lbie of any help. 
problems. Bob, is this a practical thing, for a fisherman and an oil man 

to go to Washington? 

EV ANS: I think it would be very easy to accomplish. I'm sure 
that we could get any number. 

WHITELEATHER: This would give us an appearance of some coordination 
down here and the people that we' re dealing with might feel favorably 
toward this too. I don't know, I only throw that out, it's open for 
discussibn. 

COLSON: It was recommended that we send these to the NCA. 

EVANS: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to make a comment concerning that; 
we have a very fine group in the oil industry, the Offshore Operators 
have been most cooperative, in fact, they are the members of the 
Advisory Committee. Having some one from that particular committee 
going, they would be representing the industry of the Gulf Area, and 
rather than just having a company man go, I suggest that someone 
from the Offshore Committee be appointed. 

SHIELDS: I wholeheartedly agree with him. 

VERSAGGI: You have heard the resoltuion, do you want to make a motion 
on the amended resolution here along the lines as suggested by Bob 
and others? 

SUMMERSGILL: I'd like to move that this resolution be adopted. 

SINGLETON: I second it. 

VERSAGGI: You've heard the motion, signify'· your acceptance by the 
usual sign. 
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COLSON: (Reads resolution, Waiving of Underwater Obstr_11ctions) 
Resolution on 
Underwater 
Obstructions
Waiving by 
Coast Guard. 

I understand that the Coast Guard has made exceptions in areas 
Where they consider maybe larger navigation, not shrimping and 
so forth, and their prime interest was in the line of navigation. 
Bob, you may be able to clear that for them; 

EVANS: Yes, that's true. There's been a certain number of wells, 
that is, the casing stub, that ordinarily would require marking 
because of the depth of water, but since they were located in an 
area that was not considered a hazard to navigation, the requirements 
for marking them with a buoy was waived. I believe these were the 
ones they are referring to there. 

VERSAGGI: Didn't Captain Hogue say that something - - -that they did 
not waive that regualtion, remember in his- - - - -

SINGLETON: He said that for all practical purposes we could consider 
that they were not going to waive, but they have waived a few. 

VERSAGGI: Well, something to that effect. I wasn't at the meeting, but 
someone told me that he could not give them an answer then, but 
he would answer them yesterday just before his talk. Seems to me 
that he said that they did not waive the regulation, but they may have 
been passive about it. I don't know what they did. We certainly 
don't want to pass a resolution here that is going to step on the toes 
of the Coast Guard because they have been cooperative with us. I 
certainly wouldn't want to see a resolution passed that might in any 
way reflect on their leniency, or their overlooking their duties, so 
I'd like to have more discussion on this. I think it is very important. 

DR. FORD: I think one of the possible intents here is that regardless of 
Passing 
resolution in 
event of an Int'l 
Convention to 
change rules. 

what depth the underwater completions might be, they should be 
marked. Certainly, this is the hope of the fishermen now under 
present regulations. There is a provision only for 85' ,or under, 
or shallower, for marking. But, perhaps, there will be an 
international convention, or something, at some future time, and 
you have already gone on :;r~:~9r:§ld, and you could work with other 
groups towards that end. Maybe Dr. St. Amant could add to that. 

ST. AMANT: Yes, I agree with Virgil. I understand that we should have 
a resolution on it in the event of an International convention to 
change the rules of underwater obstructions, but the Coast Guard 
has to operate these rules. Now, if we find out that they are letting 
some people in some areas get by without buoys, then we should see 
about it. The Captain said they didn't, but I'm inclined to agree with 
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ST. AMANT ( Continued) Virgil, that we should be absolutely certain that 
they are doing this. 

VERSAGGI: Yes, Bob. 

EVANS: Was the Coast Guard consulted concerning the wording 
of this reaolution? 

COLSON: This came from the Louisiana Shrimp group. 

SUMJ\tlE RSGILL: I think this came out of that meeting Wednesday. 
Was anyone at that meeting Wednesday? l 1m sure this came out 
of that meeting. It seems to me that the Coast Guard would want 
something like this to strengthen their hand. If we don 1t really 
care that they don 1t mark them anymore, but if we do and we ask 
them, and the Coast Guard says, "Look, the shrimpers want these 
marks." But, I can 1t say because I wasn 1t at the meeting; however, 
I'm sure this came out with Captain Hogue present. 

COLSON: Captain Hogue was invited- - - - - -

ST. AMANT: The question came up at the meeting and somebody made 
the statement that some of these were waived, and Captain Hogue 
said at the meeting the he didn 1t know, that he would find out and 
let us know at the meeting yesterday. I didn 1t hear exactly what 
he said. Most people seem to think, he said, that they did not 
waive any of them that was supposed to be buoyed. 

WHITELEATHER: I raised the question at Wednesday 1s meeting because one of 
the oil men sitting there said, "Well, suiee we buoy everything that 
sticks up from 85 1 except those we can get waived. " So, I proposed 
a question to Captain Hogue becuase if they were starting to waive 
theses areas we may have fishing problems, so it was important 
to find out if they are doing any waiving, so when he came back to 
give his report there I heard him say thatthere had been a couple 
of instances of waiving, but for all practical purposes I can tell 
you that there won 1t be any waiving. Isn 1t that \Wnat he said? 

VERSAGGI: That could be an administrative, maybe they can waive 
Colson to check it this week, and not waive it next week, but the first 11 Whereas" 
wording of Coast they have here says that th~y have been waiving. They said 
Guard resolution emphatically that they could not waive any of these regulations 
contact Commissioner§O if you want to pass this resolution conditioned on Joe checking 
~ ~- get their the wording of this with Captain Hogue of the Coast Guard to be 
cl:pproval. sure that this is not a, you might say, 11 slap in the face 11 to them, 

cause when you accuse them of waiving here that might be a little 
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VERSAGGI (Continued) bit rough. They might resent it even t}i_ough they 
might get by with it. They'lllsay, "Well, heck, we're not waiving 
anything the regulation is such, and we 1 re going to abide by the 
regulation as the Administraition sets it, so if you want to pass 
this on the condition that Joe check with Captain Hogue to change 
the wording so as it will be acceptable to them, I'll entertain 
a motion. 

BRUMFIELD: Mr. Chairman, I don't see any advantage of a motion at this 
time after the report that we had from Captain Hogue. I think 
that we probably would hurt ourselves rrrlre than we could gain from it. 

COLSON: Well, we could make this flexable enough that if they wanted 
to go on record that if they have decided that hey are not in the future 
going to waive, we could recognize that and say, "Well, we can 
appreciate that you are doing this and know that you will continue 
to do this. " 

BRUMFIELD: Think that should go in the form of a letter than a resolution, 
that we appreciate what they have bean doing in the past. 

COLSON: What we want to do is to recognize in the resolution the fact 
that we established this policy and request that they continue. 

BRUMFIELD: That's fine, I'll buy that. 

VERSAGGI: If there is any doubt- - -

COLSON: Suppose we do this. I will check with Captain Hogue, and I 

EVANS: 

will ask for your comments in a letter, and then if I get a majority, 
or if there is any major changes, I will contact the Chairman and 
get your approval. 

I certainly don't want that additional responsibility. 

VERSAGGI: This resolution resolves that the Department of the Interior 
and the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and they are 
hereby requested to take the necessary steps, action, against the 
oil industry,t so they are putting the burden on two agencies here, 
the Department of the Interior and the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission. 
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VERSAGGI: Well, I just don't know, the the resolution states that 
they want them to take some action. 

SINGLETON: Well, extend this thing on around if it should come into 
being, the Louisiana Commiss·ion has the responsibility and the 
authority for this, it's a matter of time before this thing extends 
to the other states, the bays, the inshore, coastal waters, unless 
some provisions and procedures have been worked out, what will 
this acctomplish. I'm not against the resolution, I just think it's 
premature. 

SHEPARD: Dr. St. Amant asked me to comment, but I'm a little 
embarrased, I thought this had come from the Resolutions Committee, 
I don't really know who sent these in., Jimmy, do you know? 
Dick Guidry, Oh. I'm sure that this is the way they, the fishermen, 
feel in the Gulf and in Louisiana, they they would like to get every
body, including everyone around this table, to get out there and 
clean up his fishing grounds. Our fishing grounds- - -I'm a little 
concerned about the workding. 

VERSAGGI: Any further discussion on this? We have a recommendation. 
Mr. Evans has a subcommittee that is functioning, and he recommends 
that this resolution be tabled until he has an opportunity to get 
recommendations from his subcommittee. 

COLSON: Gentlem1ecn, what it is, I think that the thinking of some of 
Colson to check with these people is that have been attending some of these committee 
La. Shrimp and meetings, that is we just haven't gotten any action of of the Oil and 
assure them that Gas Advisory Committee, and it's impatient, well, let's do it 
action will be whether it's right or wrong, but I don't think that's the right approach, 
taken. so I will try to exert some effort toward some definite action on this, 

and I'll get back to the people that have submitted this and pledge that 
we will get some action. 

..i.lf Coast 

WHITELEATHER: It is my suggestion that the Commission act emphatically 
on our Continental Shelf Order #4, and that we do it all at one time, 
or we' re n ot going to get any of it done. 

VERSAGGI: Do we have another resolution? We have to get to the 
next meeting. 

COLSON: There's just a few comments that I would like to make, for one 

Mosquito Control 
thing, Gulf Coast Mosquito Control which is comparable to the area 
that we serve would like to meet with us in October in Biloxi} at our 
October meeting, once a year- - -a lot of the same talent that we have, to meet with GSMFC 

in Oct. , 1969. 
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COLSON: (Continued) I think Terry Leary has attended some of their r 

Reactivate meetings, J. Y. Christmas and Lyle; Ted Ford is the Chairman. 
Legislative & It deals in pesticides and so forth. That there I had encouraged 
Law Committees,. at first, so I just wanted to let you know and get the feeling of the 
coordinate Commission to see if they are satisfied in going ahead and tying 
reciprocal agreementsthis on with the regular meeting of Gulf States. They will keep 
and la;w.:s between their separate idenity, just like the advisory committees of the 
Gulf States. Oil and Gas, you might say. It will be a separate entity of their 

own, but we are just going to combine our me~ng,in a sense. 
We'll have some same speakers, be like having a joint meeting 
in a way without any financial obligation. There is something-
we have had some discussion about some of our legislative, 
our state legislative problems, reciprocal laws and regulations, 
enforcement problems from Alabama, they would like to clean 
up some of their laws that would conform with other states and 
they would like- - - -and last time I tried to get the legal forces 
of the various agencies to meet with us and have a committee and to 
get to, know each other on a first name basis, and Bill Anderson 
had asked - -and he would go on record thf;l.t we should, that we are 
supposed to-- -we have a committee that is supposed to do this 
very thing, and it actually doesn't require a resolution or anything, 

( looked back on the record which I thought it was, and this thing has 
been spinning so fast that I haven't been able to get in and pick up 
these committees and get a little bit better organization as we should 
have. I'm not blaming the Chairman, I'm blaming me because the 
Chairman is a eusy man and he depends a lot on me - - -and we - - -

--i 

this has been discussed back in Montgomery about a budget committee, 
if you remember that, and legislative committee and enforcement 
of some sort, as far as enforcement and reciprocal agreements 
and so forth, and then really the only committee that we can say 
that we fully have operating, in a sense, is the scientific group in 
the name of the Estuarine Coordinating Committee; so I intend to 
get this in force, and get the show on the road, you might say, get 
a better means of operating because whats happened - - -it's not that- - -
I certainly don't want to do all the work myself, not that I'm 
complaining about having to do it bat it wo~ld make it a lot easier on 
me, in a sense, and it would keep our group better informed. We 
get lots - --especially when it comes to legislation, like this Glasgow 
deal. I couldn't get out and wave a flag---! wanted to get on that 
subject principally. We played a real big part with Glasgow getting 
his job, and I'm not trying to wave any flags for me, or the Gulf 
States. In San Antonio, I reminded the group that we needed more 
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COLSON (Continued) more congressional help. We'd always _been 
complaining about not havim.g representation in the Interior - - -
it was all the West Coast. Well, fellows, I felt this way, if 
we did submit a candidate and didn't get good consideration for 
this candidate, well, then I'd say if we didn't initially give it a 
good qualifying man, then we couldn't compalin if we didn't have 
anyone to consider. But, if we do---and the move I made was 
let's get a good camaiHate. I called Bob Singleton and asked him 
about it and he immediately said, "Yes, I'll go behind Dr. 
Glasgow." When I was trying to get three or four names to drop 
and then Randolph Hodges did the same thing and we got in there 
and we pitched and we got a man and I think really at the time 
that I started this, I didn't think we were going to get Dr. Glasgow 
in Washington, but I know enough about it that I could determine 
whetlE r or not they were just going through the motions for dispaly 
purposes, to think that we were getting consideration. It so 
happens trat I think we are real fortunate that we did get Dr. Glasgow, 
but then that is the attitude that I've taken we' re going to have to get in 
there and pitch, just not sit here and complain about various things 
and not having this and not having that- - -like Senator Long, Sp~edy 
Long- - - -. One Congressman in the Interior on the Fisheries 
Committee, Merchant Marine and Fisheries from Alabama, Jack 
Edwards, has been a real big help to us and he will continue to 
be, but he's not on Merchant Marine and Fisheries any moiee, but 
we did pick up Speedy Long, but Speedy Long is from North Louisiana, 
but he's from Louisiana, but Jimmy Summers gill said he married 
a Golden Meadow girl, so he knows something about fisheries, 
and he's all eager beaver to fish. 

SUMMERSGILL: And he's going to do it if he tells you. 

COLSON: And he's going to do it, I've called on him and I've called 
on his aide, and I've called on a lot of other Congressmen and I 
explained to them our problem and our thinking and that we' re 
willing to help if they have any questions from any· group whether 
it be for us, or against us. I would like to know so that if it's 
necessary to get the right people to go there and get the infomration 
to these people. The attitude on this Dr. Glasgow- - -what happened 
we started the ball rolling and down in Miami, or really down in 
Druham, North Carolina, I had a stack of Dr. Glasgow's biographies, 
that thick, and I was passing them out and so with that we couldn't 
get out and put Dr. Glasgow's name in, it just didn't work that way, 
we lucked out again I guess because when you put a name in at a high 
level job like that, then people go to shooting for them, at him, you 
might say, like a duck, so we sort of did it in a sneaky manner, 
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COLSON (Continued) underhanded, like Bob Singleton, Bob Mauermann 
I worked with them very close and Johnie Crance, J. Y. Christmas 
sitting here and a group of us and we got the name submitted, but 
then I wouldn't let anyone say just "stick their neck out, 11 because 
if we had been stuck you might say, or kep Pautzke, I waan't 
fighting Pautzke, all I was doing was pushing Dr. Glasgow, and 
for some unforeseen reason, you see, we had, we had the Chairman 
of the Interior and Insular Affairs, Jackson, Senator Jackson from 
Washington, Magnuson from Washington, Senate and Commerce 
Committee, this lady that's on Appropriations that's from Washington, 
who was Pautzke 1 s very dear friend, I can!t think of what her 
name is offhand, so I couldn't fight Pautzke, and if we fought him 
too hard , well, moiee :err ~less, then, if we kept him, well, Gulf 
States 1 s name would be mud. That's why I was being real ca:Hul 
not to do that, not to jeopardize our position; however, it worked 
out that this is the first: time in history that we have- - -it was sort of 
a reward, in a sense, loyalty, you might say, that we have ever 
gotten the Tuna Industry to help the Gulf Coast Area and give us 
support. I got the Tuna support on the telephone, two phone calls 
which was plenty big, bigger, it ·\G&l~ys has been big, and I helped 
them on that Fishermen's Protective Act, and I was honest with 
them, and I told them what I thought I could do, and I couldn't do, 
and when they passed the bill and they came back, and they said, 
11 Well, Hell, Joe Cols on, you did more than the ones that we re 
really out openly fighting. 11 But, I wanted to be honest with them so 
I got their support and went all out and got Jackson's support, 
Senator Jackson's support, and he made an agreement that if Pautzke 
got out he would support Glasgow, and what happened he was supposed 
to go through two committees---I worked on Senator Jackson, and 
said, "Senator, can we make it in just one committee and invite 
Commerce to sit in on the hearing~'and you heard what he said last 
night, he was surprised, and so was I, we were running scared, 
I didn't know what Dr. Glasgow would say at one of these hearings, 
he shoots from the hip. I raised ·hell with Senator Long, I said, 
"Senator, how's about getting talking to Dr. Glasgow and tell him 
not to blow this thing, we've gone too far. 11 He was all shook about 
it, so he groomed him and Jim Eastland wrote him a personal letter 
and told him, "Look, it's best don't give an answer if your're not 
sure," just say, "Well, it takes t;time to study these things. 11 The 
job, really, these people have taken an interest. I think we're 
going somewhere actually in Congress is what I was trying to get 
the message over, but we're tring to keep it off of a sectional basis, 
because that's what we've always been bitching about that the West 
Coast has always controlled this, so now - - -when he got his first 
appointment, the Republican Party come out and Hale Boggs was 
still our friend, you understand, but we were using the Republican 
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COLSON (Continued) Party, it's true enough, I first called thts_ fellow 
Train and asked him what can you do for us now, and, but, still 
Hale Boggs has been our friend every time we ever called on 
him and been right there on the spot, so Ted Shepard can verify 
that, and Ted is real close to him. But what happened, we're 
trying to keep this thing off of a sectional basis, the newspaper 
comes out, the Republican Paety makes a statement- --well, 
we 're going to get everything for Louisiana. Lyle St. Amant 
knows Doc better than I do; I think he said last night that he's 
going to give everybody an even shake. I had recommended when 
he called me and tole me that he got the appointment, I had 
recommended that he call in the Trade Group leaders and the 
Compact leaders and sit down and see what recommendations we 
would like to make to him in formulating committees, or what. 
form of general recommendations. He stressed that last night, 
that he was goj.ng to do it, and he asked me last night if I would 
sort of get organized and get this going soon as possible, but the 
thing is we have to try to keep it- - -we have a man in now, we 
want him to help , we want him to keep his hands clean, cause 
naturally, these people are going to be watching him see what he's 
going to do for the Gulf States; he is going to do what he actually can, so 
we have good relations. What I'm trying to get across is we established 
good relations throughout on a national level, the support as I say 
unprecedent support by the Tuna Industry, it.' s great. A lot of 
people didn't believe it. I called a few people, I said, "Look, I've 
got Tuna behind us, 11

· and they said, "Well, Joe Colson is full of bull." 
It was great, and that's what we want to do, we want to try to keep 
that working for all of us. We had this meeting in January7, the 
Industry in Washington on a Legislative Committee to where any 
bills that we had, and if a bill, somebody from the West Coast wanted 
support, and it didn't hurt us, I told them, "I'll go with the Gulf 
States, and I don't see where they would have any objections to where we 
would give you support." I think now that we are reallyn on the 
road and we should get something accomplished. 

SHEPARD: 

It's going to be real interesting, Joe. ·Glasgow will chair 
our Fisheries Advisory Committee on May 4, 5 and 6, and I have the 
feeling that we should make some progress; he will probably use that 
committee a little more objectively. 
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COLSON We have discussed this very thing, we have some people,---
I'm not condemning, I don't know them, but I notice and. observe 
other committees observing Gulf States, and other committees that 
I've been around---we have somn:e ofthese fellows you don't 
even see them at your meetings, take an interes1; I can't see that. 
I think we should get people on our various committees that if they 
have time, O. K., do the job, but if they don't, they should be big 
enough to just go ahead and resign, let someone else tkae the 
appointment. Because, it's not fair to the few workers that we have, 
you can't expect them to do all the work, so we are going to---Ted--
we are going to try ---and I think---and I've talked to Ted quite a bit 
about it. Ted told me the other day when I called him and asked him 
about Dr. Glasgow---Ted is a real nice guy, he doesn't want to hurt 
Joe Colson, or anybody else. I don't think he's like me, well, he wouldn't 
say, "Well, Joe, you're crazy, he doesn't stand a chance. 11 He 
sorta bit his tongue a little bit. I wasn't too worked up about it, but 
I told Lyle St. Amant about it and it liked to floored him, he didn't think 
too much about it, h>utI think we lucked out really. We had a good 
candidate. I went to people all over the country, and tried to sell 
Glasgow. Well, hell, they knew more about Glasgow than I did, 
which didn't make it too bad. So, I think we played a big part; we 
got the sports group interested, they were trying to replace John 
Godchaux, not only that, normally, that comes through the ranks. 
I got them straight on that, I said, 11 Let's pitch, let's get the 
highest job, get the highest position we can, then we can always go 
down." And he got it. You know Dr. Glasgow told me last night that 
he had been offered another position, but this was the only one that 
he wanted- --and I told him that, I didn't think I struck home. I 
think he is a good man. There's another thing, we're going to use 
Dr. Glasgow, but we still have to go to the Commissioner of Fisheries 
and I intend to meet him Tuesday and Wednesday while I'm up there, the 
fellow from Alaska. Cause we are sure- - -if you are in charge of a group, 
well, like· Lyle, in charge of Oyster Bottoms and so forth, and every
time I want something in Oyster Bottoms I'd go down to the Director 
and pass him up, I don't think Lyle would appreciate it. Well, that's 
what we have to do with this Commissioner of Fisheries, we have 
to get to know him. But we do have this little insurance, our foot 
in the door, I think he will recognize the regional basis and that's it, 
so I just wanted to bring you up on that. We expect---! don't know, 
it's hard to predict how much legislative work we are going to have to 
do. I intend to go to Washington Tuesday and Wednesday. We' re 
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COLSON (Continued) having hearings on this 88-309. The Anadromous 
Fish, they've cancelled the hearings on that. They wer·e supposed 
to have them on the 26th and 27th which it was impossible for us 
to make and the---here's another example shows you that the 
Chairman, Garmatz, before Gulf States hardly knew the Chairman 
on these various committees. Well, I contacted Garmatz and asked 
him if he would del ya this hearing, which is pretty strong. They 
realize now that we' re in the fight, and they have given that much 
consideration saying that all these fellows are having a meeting and 
all their talent is going to be there so let's delay it, it's not too 
easy to rea1t1Vamge a meeting. There's another thing if any of you 
ever have any ideas, I'm not seB.sitive, I want ideas and if you see 
that I'm making a wrong turn, or a wrong move, I want to know it, 
because sometimes I get on a tangent, I drive and Dr. Glasgow's 
wife knows my voice so well, she said the other day, "If you hear 
from Doc, will you let me know how he's doing. " Becuase I worked 
thi.s just about like I did on the 88-309, when I saw that was rolling--
well, Bob Mauermann- - -usually I play this way, I go to Bob 

Singleton, I do more business with Bob than I do Bob Singleton, Bob has 

VERSAGGI: 

a lot of headaches and Mauermann he worked together close and when 
I start a project with a certain fellow, I try to follow up, and I 
wouldn't have had the time. I told Bob Mauermann, I said, "Hell, 
when the time comes, I'm going to let you know when we're going 
to hit, and we got wonderful,support from our Senators and Congress
men all over the country. But, I think anytime that you get any ideas 
I wish you would give me a buzz, write me a note, let me know. 
We worked- - -we tried to get the crew training program started 
here in Louisiana, but it just petered; however, we did start in 
Freeport, and it will start in Tampa. We had a commitment from- -
with Fitzgerald on thi.s. The reason I got into: it, Ted Shepard and 
I had lunch with Fitzgerald- - -and so in Brownsville at the Texas 
Shrimp meeting- - -and that's how I got into it. He had already met 
with the a group of the Louisiana Shrimp, and I realize that tilirey 
didn't have a full-fledged director, full-fledged secretary, some of 
some of tht s volunteer work g.ets tiresome, time consuming, so I 
pitched in and I did do something, I hope, constructive. Louisiana 
Shrimp found that they hadn't been incorporated, some of them can 
get their neck in a jam by not being - - -I think the wheels are in motion 
now in getting it- - -but still these fifty commitments have proved that 
we got out of Louisiana and my recommendation to Fitzgerald, he is 
expanding his Freeport school to include fifty more positions, so that 
in turn will help the Louisiana effort, and the Fisheries as a whole--
s o that's about all I have to report to you today. 

Well, thank you Joe, it's time to get to the other meeting. Meeting 

is adjourned. 
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RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE MEETING. 
!-farch, ~1, 1969 

--·· ,,, 

Committee: · Randolph Hodges, Chainnan (Florida) 
Johnny Crance, Alabama 
George Brumfield, Miss. 
J. R. Singleton, Texas 
Lyl~ St • .Amant, La. 

Dr. Ford i'econnnended the following: Full Funding, Thank you to Arthur Godfrey:;: 
and Anadromous Subcommittee. 

What is real purpose behind third one, Bob Singleton asked. 

Ford: There is an interest among some of the-states, Bob, for having an 

anadromous group that would provide for coordination far as any work dealing 

with anadromous fish. We thought that probably the best vehicle would be to 

establish a subcommittee, let's see how it does, perhaps later on we would want 

· to come back to the conmission ad recommend a full or standing committee on it, 

but we thought at this stage of the game it would best be handled by a sub-

committee dealing with estuarine forms and this is primarily why we a.re fooling 

with it now. In our state an~_your state you have an inland fisheires or 

fresh water fisheries division that will be dealing a t this t:Une with striped 

bass or some other forms, or in Florida, for instance, they are dealing with 

two forms of shad. I don't ·knowil' they have gotten into striped bass part.i-

cularly. 

Hodges: No, the fresh water people hav~, but we haven't. 

Ford: Y,ou haven't, but you are dealing with two forms of shad a.t this time. 

Hodges : Right. 

Ford: In alabama, they are dealing with bass ILbelieve in ,their marine 

fisheries. _In Miss. they a.re doing the same thing, so the request basically 

.. arose from Miss. and Alabama, and it is essential in coordination of this king 

of effort to know what different ones are doing, and it would be an informal 

group tha.t would be in j_t. 

------: Would this eventuallY lead to eligibility of federal fund~ .. ng? 
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(Everyone talking at once) 

Crance One advantage that it would be is that, it. would make possible a 75% 

fundin;g if a proposed amendment t~ this bill is passed whereas it is only 50%. 

If there is interstate programs or projects it will be eligible· for 75% funds. 

Dr. Ford There's another phase to this too and that is in this anadromous fish 

program, the Southern States, or Gulf States, have been pretty much step-children 

on the allocation of funds. The BCF has taken a position that we have not had 

any economically important anadromous fishes, not that we may nothave a potential 

for it, but we have not had; therefore, virtuaily all of the funds have gone 

to the West Coast States, Michigan, the Upper East Coast, and this is the upshot 

of it. They have allocated essentially what they consider a minimum level 

funding which is approximatelyiwhat - 15 ----

Colson: <'.F' At first it-was 5 and 5. Got 5 for the fresh water and 5 for the 

salt and George Willia.ms from Miss. at the time was the administrator of it 

but Gorgon Gunter wrote this nasty letter and then we got up to 25, and that's 

how when this Dingell last year------

Hodge§ I•ve had 20---

Colson Dinge·ll told me last year that it was too late to pass the BB-309 

bill, I said, "J.Jook you got 268,000 (I think it was), and we got only 525,000. 11 

. So I said, "Look, Mr. Dingell, I understand your position, but we have been 

treated as step-children, we 1re going to have some amendments to these bills 

if we ·don't get ou.'t's." 

Dr. Ford Bob, in this particular instanc~ as Terry pointed out, it might be 

well, for instance, in your states case to ask for one, from first inland 

fisheries division, I presume, but I think largely it was pointed toW'ard 

some kind of coordination of activities, for instance similar programs in 

Alabama --continued 

-2-
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Ford (continuedl 

~d Miss. they haYe been .cl~pping, year to y~,ar clashes and what not, maybe we 
. - . . 

need some coordination, there rs .nbtboqy:.:knows _where these_ striped bass may 

move and re?ognitioh of this probably ought to be had. Essentially what we 

would do is as Chairman.of this committee I would write you and ask you as 

Director for your reconmendation as to who should serve on this connnittee. 
, . 

This is go:ing to be up to the particular director of each state to name -
. .J " .... 

I 1m not going to name· anybody as.such and thenwhen they provide me with the 

information then I•m going to look over. the list and I' 11 recommend the certatil 

illdividual be designat'ed as 'chai~man to guide thiscommittee. Now perhaps they 

could meet in connection with our semi-ammual meetings or whatnot. The three 

resolut:i.ons there •· two are for Conmrl.ssion action and the third for Committee 

action, you and Qeorge can read throµ;gh them if you like. The Estuarine 

· Committee has recomrriended to. the Commission -- Mr. Chairman, I ~;just wondered 

if I would be.in order to recommend_their adoption --

The ma.in thing ~bout t~e thrid one is that we wanted you as the Directors 

or. the Departments of 'Wildlife and Commissioners to be aware of it, this was 

thema:in thing, so that when I write that letter you will know what I'm 

talking about. 
. 

.§t, Ama.nt: Now there's one thing, the thing about 88-309 concerns me, the 

Bureau has asked that we go up and give forth before the committee and we 

pointed out that we didn't like the idea.that something.might vut off funds 

and we would be left with all of these people, personnel and they assured us that 

once this thing got started _it would be permanent, we like t,o lost it last 

Congress and I th.llik we should begin working on getting this thing on a 

permanent basis. We've got about ·three years, but I don't think it• s too 

-soon to start to try to get it on the next trip on a permanent basis, and I 

.don't know what approach you take on it. If we've got to go through this 

.:· ,_, . .:,..', -3-
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every three or four years worry about gettihg"the 88-309 we are going to be 

in bad shape, we are going to get messed up every time we get started ona 
i 

project 

Colson: Not only that you - every time you do you make obligations, there's 

something while we're on this 88-309 and anadromous fish, a lot of the . 
' . . 

regional. men have felt this way and I•ve felt that way, a practical approach 

and it must be used in a scientific, I was wondering if in the future we 

wouldn't look t.o waht may be combine these two programs into one it would 

be more expedient to do it, I'm just discussing this, the anadromous and the 

88-309 research and development, it would require less coDrdination. 

Dr. Ford: The structure is different. 

---------. . If you could divert the funds in anadromous to the other 

one I think it would be a distincitive gain. 

Colson: Well, that's what I was thinking along those lines. And then you .. --- . 

would raise your ma.xi.mu. Dingell intends to raise his ma.ximmn. 

Hodges: What about these other resolutions Joe, who submitted these? 

Colson: Ia. Shrimp and Dick Guidry. On those resolutions there I just 

glanced at them. These are from La. Shrimp Assoc. and they include I.a. 

Wildlife. They would have to rephrase it in a sense where they would have 

to recommend the adop~ion. 

Hodges: I think all three of them are written about the same way -

calling for the removal of a buoy. 

St. Amant: This is self-controlled. The only thing is - the resolution is 

fine, but how are you going to enforce it? 

Hodges: Let me ~11 you something, every meeting I have gone to, the Gulf 

States, .Atlantic States, and just about every other group pass a lot of 

resolutions and you never hear anymore a.bout them. You t:mow I think we ought 

to follow up or not adopt them. 

Singleton: That's a very good' sugges.tion, I think. 
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Hodges: 
I•m not criticising. 

. .... _,,, 
Colso!!_: I know, I agree with_you. 

Hodges.: Just mail them out to the people that th~y d.eal With, I don't know 

what else we c~_ld do. 

Colson: I agree with you. I don't like a multitude of paper work, the 

interf erement of paper work and just have it sitting there as a monumen1; 
.) . 

however, you have government policy that they shall answer you or respond to 

you and so forth. To me resolutions are good in a sense. W~ operate through 

resolutions, the minutes of our meeting to make it legal. That I think there 

resolutions are proper but I_think that is up to your group, Gulf States and 

. other agents, but I thlnk and we are going to have to get to that, we are 

going to have to hae committees within our legislative committees within our 

Gulf States and active people that are in - say one from each state that are 

going to take an active part - that ·I can get to on the phone overnight where 

there is a sudden change made as spokesman. I don't mind doing my part, I 

wore out a pair of shoes and 8i'.'lhalf on this 88-309 on an emergency' it• s a 

big job. You fellows know you•ve been in it a lot, and it's a bit bigger than 

on a state level and we are, and I expect to recommend, that we do·and that's 

up to me to pick it up that we activiate our committees that at one time had 

been recommended some of them have naver been appointed, I•m talkingabout 

19 yea)ts ago. But I think we should have our five state committees and when 

I ---old Mitts had recommended, a few other people had recommended, when 
not 

he first came on in Montgomery, had recommended that we do/have maybe two 

meetings like this but one business session meeting, but I think that our 

oonnnittees the way we operate keep it, just like the Estuarine Committee 

have a l~gislative committee, a budget _c~1mlittee, that•s it, keep it small 

and give· them the authority to make decisions and to act and that's the only 

-5-
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way we are going to to be able to follow up ... on these resolutions. I•ve 
- . I 

I 

sent some of them and I've always tho';lght. government offices were s·upposed 

to acknowle?-ge and they haven't even acknowledged. 

-----: ~lho would be responsible for these? 

Hodges: Two, the Dept. of Interior and the Wild Life and FisPreries COllllil., 

and they are hereby requested to take necessary action against the oil 
. .) 

industry inorder to have the oil comaplies remove ant and all obstructions 

caused by oil companies in their offshore drilling operations. 

Evans: It•s an impossible request. 

Dr. Ford: I don't know, the poeple that put the rig in can't disclaim all 

the garbage under there. 

Hodges: _ But can you make them do it? 

· St, Amant: The Federal leases call for removal ·of that stuff when it 

finishes operating, but unfortunately, the leases don't call for the removal 

of stuff thrown overboard, or garbage or accidental losses. I think the thing 

you all are talking about is going to take some regulations, even after 

J!odges: You aJ.l are the one having the problem. 

St. Amant: I don't object to the resolution, maybe it'll shake somebody 

up. 

Hodges: The way we do we require the oil companies to pay one of our 

agents on the boat all the time they ar~ operating. 

St. Amant: We do too. 

Jiodges: We don•t even let them throw a cigarette overboard. 

St. Amant: _ We don't have anybody on· the platform. 

Brumfield: Doc, what would be the possibility of - I feel like that anything 

- abandoned and causes damage and you could collect for - I feel like that 
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(D~scussing resolution concerning oil company equipment) 

Brumfield: (continued) anything that i~ abandoned and cuases damage you 
-~·· !" 

could collect for it if you could identify it. Would there be any possibility 

of cailsing the oil companies to have to identify the matei-ials they use. 

~t. Amant:· Yes, we have them identify their seismic pipe, there's nothing 

wrong, there's enough laws ?n the books right n~, the problem is nobody 

has enough manpower and surveillance to go. out there and stick them with it • 
. .) 

Brumfield: No, I don't mean enforcement, when a shrimp boat goes out there 

and tears into Shell Oil Companyf~s abandoned pipe or something - something 

that souldn!t be there. 

St. Amant: They get outside of three miles I don•t know what they do, 

Colson: The argument is too that they don•t have any absolute mean of 

identification. 

St~ ·.Amant: Even our underwater completions that can be identified and located 

as far as I know they haven't collected. 

Brumfield: What• s your first step there be Doc, to have them to identify, 

the pipe and things like that they put down. 

St, Am.ant: It would be, I'm sure it would come to ----· We~ve got a 

subcommittee working on it, 

Crance~ Who has jurisdicti<:>n on this? 

St, Amant: Geological Survey, and then we enforce it through the Coast Guard, 

The Corps of Engrs., or something like that, 

Dr. Ford: I think that if something like this were to take place and there 

be some important provision adopted why anytime you would have a substantial 

amount of skindivers that would put a iot of neat·on it for them, I really 

do, so I think th~s is a consideration. Actually, I don•t think the fi~hermen 

~re concerned with the equipment that is on the rig, it is that which lies out

side and there_ are times that it extends as much as 150 yeards out. Of course, 

the current you don1t think about it being very much, but most of the time it 

·is substantial out there. 

· BrtUIJ.f'ield: SUre if a .fisherman knows there is somethfr1g out there and ·he knows 



( 

J3rumfield: {continued) how to dogge it by"l-QO yards, but if its moved 

a 100 then he has got to dodge that another 100, it gets be be a mighty big 

area~ 

Hodges: Well, what do you want to do about this? 

Crance: What would be the power to get some enforcement on this? 

St. ·Am.ant:) As far as I know what it would do would be put the Department 

.or Interior on notice th~t we'd like.to have a regulation affecting the stuff, 

I don't think that there is a regulation affecting debris on thebottan other 

than the well structure, or something definitely identifyable to the structure. 

Anything that is lost overboard, I think, is just forgotten. 

Dr. Ford: It may be like a grandfather clause, but a least an effort could 

be made. 

St. A:mant: I don't have any objections to the resolution. 

Hodges: Everybody is agreeable. What now if ~t needs re~ypmg, are you 

going to address this to the various state agencies with the responsibility 

as well as to the Departn:ent of the Interior, or do you want to change this? 

St. Amant: Department of the Interior. 

~:.OK. 

St. Amant: Because the stuff they are talking about in there is in their 

jurisdiction. 
. . 

. . 

]odges: Resolution not to waive the markillg of the underwater obstructions. 

St. Am.ant: Did anyone-hear what Capt. H~gue said about any of these things 

being waived this morning? 

(Two people answered - He said that_they were not waived, very definitely • 

.. Dr. Ford: Now, this is dmn to 85-B, the fishe~en are talk~g about. any depth. 

St. Amant: But, in themeeting·yesteroay with the Coast Guard somebody claimed 
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Dr. Ford: {continued) - {some oil company wasn't it - Brumfield), Yes, 
.-.. ,,, 

it was somebody claimed that certain one of these things under *5-B were wai:ved 
. 

were not btioyed if they were not in a navigation area. Who _said that? 

St. Amant: Dick Whiteleather. He said he had heard it said at a meeting in 

California. The Captain said I don't know about it, but I'll check and 

let you know tomorrow • 
. .) 

Brumfield: I heard one of the oil company fellows say, "Now, my company 

has removed it all. Now the Coast Guard waives so and so." 

Dr. Ford: Well, he talked to me earlier and he said that he thought he knew 

the answer but he watned to wAit until he ch eked and it may be that they 

have a regulation on such and such, dressed down to application level it 

works a little dirrerently. Really and truly what these fishnnen have in 

mind ·is that they would like all obstructions, such as underwater completions 

marked regardless of depth. 

St. Amant: Yes, but they can't get them, International rules of mank:ing 

doesn't cover that. 

Dr. Ford: That's right. This might be amended just a little ro request the 

Coast Guard to amintain surveillance on this point, o~ something like this. 

Singleton: The Captain's int.erest would be from navigation, there would be 

nothing, ---

Dr. Foaj_: We are concerned with the fishing aspect. 

Crance: Does the Coast Guard have any responsibilities? 

St. Amant: 85-B - they are marked under the International Rules of the 

Geneva Convention and some of them are net marked because the Coast Guard 

waives them and this is what this thing is all about. I think that what a 

resolution like this says is if we would just ask the Coast Guard to see that 

everything that should be marked is marked, or sane thing. to that effect is 

what we want. 
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Dr. Ford: I would like for us to c~msideril follow-up to this thing, our 

traditional and historic fishing grouz:ds that.have a man ~de obstructions 

inst~led ~ contrast with perhaps a ship sinking, called an Act of God 

probably, should be marked. Right now I agree with Lyle that International 

Rules precl~de this, but every now and then they have these conventions and 

thex raise these issues a.nd I think that this may be a very valid Eoint 
5 

to ·:>bring up and certainly in the Gtilf. Most of our bottoms in those depths 

and deeper are sttlted for trawling and fishing, you know this, you over in 

Florida and Texas, offshore Miss. and Alabama·are this way. 

Hodges: You want to propose amending this resolution? 
. . 

Randolph~ I don't know the best vehicle, now we can use this 

righ~ here and amend it just so that they will virorously prosecute the 
. . 

· enforcement of marking at the 85' level, but I think that the Commission 

itself ~hould ~oncern itself' wit~ any future conventions that may be held 

I•m thinking in terms of two thoughts. I believe Bob was thinking along 

those lines too. 

Colson: You remember I think it was in Panama City we distributed some 

regulations that had been recommended the study of the thing, what happened 

the oil companies (started talking about something else that did not pertain 

to meet:ing)----------

The Coast Guard as. we all know is just ~terested in servicing and navigation., 

but it is becoming nwo and rather immedia~e like that they are going to be 

interested in underwater navigatti.on, submarine traffic, they predict that 

there will be submarines for transportation, so nevertheless there are going 

to be a log of changes in this--

Singleton: Put them on notice that there is a problem. 

Hodg~ Suppose you take the pen and write in here· the suggestions. 

Dr. Ford: This resolution says exactly what they wanted to say from the 
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J]r. rFo!d(continued) fishermen's viewpoint,-.. they don't draw any lines about 

85 1 levels or anything, they say that 
4
they reco:ramend that. the Coast Guard not 

waive any UI)derwater co~pletions that are bulletined, but as Lyle points out the 

International rules say that it's 85'. I think I would be inclined to let the 

, thing roll ~ke it is and see what happens. 

Hodges: 
-~ 

Are all of you in agreement? 

Brtnnfield: It was suggested yesterday that a copy be sent to Oil Industry, 

did the Oil and Gas People recommend this yesterday, Bob? 

Hodges: That's another one. Thisis OK. Here's another OCS#4, what. is 

that'? 

. St, Amant: That is to change ~ order that they have. This order is 

supported by the oil and gas industry and the shrimping industry. 

·,Colson: Bob, I have not been able to get a copy of your regulations for 

marking underwater obstructions. 

Singleton: I can get you a copy. 

Hodges: Reads "Depuration" resolutiol! submitted by Oyster Institute .. 

Dr. Ford: 'rhe only thought I would like to add would be that substandard.a 

be based on any possible phsiological difference in between the Atlantic Coast 

·forms a.nd Gulf Coast forms. Now you all have a fishery over there for clams 

right now and you ship them out. The upshot of it is that in the oyster end 

or it that the standards on oysters have-. been based and predicated on these 

Coast forms and it took a long time to alter anything, right, Lyle? 'rhis may 

come about on such a hard clam plan and you all presently have a small industry 

and it has a potential to become a much bigger industry, perhaps some of the 

rest of us have a similar potential. · I just feel that any standards that are 

··developed. take into consideration the particular growing areas and. the 

phys~ological·characteristics of the forms that are being utilized. Have I 

made myself clear? 
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Hodges: A couple of years ago they gave a report on thi. s clam thing 
--·· ,,,. 

didn't they, Ed? It was at a.meeting in Pensacola, they had a publication 

on it, "Depuration of Clams." We've been working on it in.Florida on oysters 

for sometime. 

Colson I don't lmow too much about this, but I•m talking about sometime 

ago Dick-~lhiteleather wrote.some regulations concerning the Atlantic Coast 
. .J 

development of fishe~ies and Bob Jones, SE Fisheries, has gone on record I 

think that this is what we have been lacking on our various compacts that 

where there is a section - with this 88-309 --- GlasgO'W' deal -- I got the 

·Tl.ma people to go along with the Gulf, and the Chairman from Washington, 

Senator Jackson and things like that, we're in good shape. I say this, I 

don't say we should adopt wholesale resolutions, but i.t at times, you on 

the Atlantic Coast, you cover both areas and I think if we can help you, -

really this is on research and development programs and I should have a copy. 

Hodges We're getting ready to spend a considerable sum of money on an 

oyster depuration plant. · 

Colson But I think if we can help one of our sister states, I think 

we should go, but by the same token Texas may have sorre thing that they want 
.. . 

done through our companct, and even'_if it extends beyond our limitations of the 

five states if it can help these other people we can ·join in with them so mm h 

the better, after all, that's what the compact is for, but as far as this -

Hodge.s. 

Dr. Ford: 

Ted, do you want to write the changes in here? 

Lyle, do you agree with that thought? I mena in that thought 

that the studies made ought to take into consideration possible differences 

between the two. 

St. Ama.nt. Well, that's right. 

Dr. Ford: Well, if they are going to make some rules have them make them 

in tenn.s of what our resources are in the Gulf. 
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Doesn't call for a ntaional. standard though does it? Just calls 

for a standard. 

Dr. Ford: 
I 

A standard. Johnnie, you'll find that in this standa~ that they 

adopt if your forms are a little bit.different, bleed different· or something 

like that you•ll spend the next 20 years trying to change_it. 

Colson Your water temperature is the· main factor isn•t it? 

Dr,,· Ford: That•s one thing, but basically the primary difference between 

the oysters on the East Coast and ·the Gulf is that our oysters bleed different, 

on the East Coast it's a whiter oyster,ours i~ a darker color, more pigment and 

as euch they apparently genealogically they behave different, that ought to 

be considered. 

Dr. St. Amant: The texture is different. 

Dr. ·Ford Iii.ke the difference between veal and beef almost. 

!'lodges While waiting for Dr. Ford to write in additions, Mr. Hodges 

told the members about!'.the new laws being considered, that it has been proposed 

to keep only 25 out of over 200 commissions and organizations. He also told 

~them about the students that were used for surveys recommending that Gulf States, 

Atlantic States, the Interstate Oil Compact. and others be abolished. 

Brumfield Coming back to the resolutions, just to send them off and forget 

them isn•t worth a damn. 

Hodge_! 

Brum.field 

'I1hat•s right.-

Randolph agrees, and I agree, so I would like to suggest tha~ 

as a· matter of poJicx that the resolutions that are adopted, say today, that 

the Director report at our next meeting and say, well, this _one went in the 

trash can, and this much progress has been made on this one. Then I think 

you ought to know something about what happened to the resolutions that have 

been turned in, but just to turn them in and do nothing, I agree is isn't 

worth a damn. 

·· Colson I'm like Randolph ,on that, I can pretty well establish if its 
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Colson (.continued) routine or not. I intenc\,, to change the system of handling 

our work in such items, cause·r can't.see.wri~ing a bunch. of resolutions, I'm 

in agreement with you, I'm glad this came up, that's why I mentioned about 

these informal resolutions, I 1d rather write a letter and.thank you, I mean 

I think you should write resolutions strong enough and have just a few,ones 

that meari business, bread and butter deals· and then you can follow it, but here 
.~ 

we•re f"ooling around with two-bit resolutions when we should be giving our time 

, to the ones thct mean so much to us. 

Hodges· I'd rather just pass one and follow it up, then to pass a half 

dozen and do nothing about: ·them, but to follow ,UP and accomplish something. 

Colson: That's like all these bills in the legislature. I•m get'fing the 

Congressional Record Report every day, there's so many bills it would take 

. me my full time just to keep up with them. 

We need to hire another good-looking secretary. 

Well, do you a.ll agree that Joe should tell us at the next meet~ 

~ happened to the resolutions? 

Hodg_fil! 

Colson 

I do, I sure do. 

No, I'm not in .favor of a btmch of paper work, but I am in favor of 

getting the ·job done. Like !ta.ndolph says, letr s pass one good resolution and 

get some progress made •. It's just like this Assistant ~cretary deal, well, 

now let's concentrate on our regional an~ see what we can do, let's take one 

step at the time because you can get too deversified. 

Dr. Ford This is our suggestion, it•s added to the end. 

Colson Cai you generalize this thing in a sense that you can incorporate 

alL.areas? The regional bases. You have the same species on the West Coast 

don't you? 

Dr. Ford Yes, probably in different forms out here, I'm sure you have 
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Dr. Ford (conlinuedJ. different forms. 
-~·· !"' 

'_j 

·cols on Should you include that whil~ we ----

Hodges You mean instead of. saying Gulf and Atlantic?. 

Gulf, Atlantic and Pacific_. I mean i·et' s cover it: all while we're 

passing· it. 

Dr. Ford' OK,·we 111 add,and Pacific. 
. . .) 

!ledges Is that agreeable with everybody? All right, we have one more. 

(Reads Public Health Resolution subnitted by Oyster Institute) 

Dr. Ford This sounds like.pushing for_ the Health Service and I think there 

has been some administrative provisions - decisions - at a rather high level 

saying - Food and Drug - and how_you can get around something like that -

Wholesome Fish - I don't know, I 1m just----

Colson That's how Dave Clem got in. You lmow he's on our program, you 

know he was in Atlanta, he knows the situation, the uob he has. 

Dr. Ford 

£kumf ield 

Jiodges 

Dr. Ford 

I didn't know, I'm just sort of' reading between the lines. 

I don't think we should adopt this one. 

All right, let's pass over this one, 

It may be that someone in the Executive Session tomorrow will 

be familiar with it. 

Hodges We have another one. (Reads Estuarine Areas, Pollution, Estuarine 

·Preservation) 

Colson I think whoever submits a resolution should identify it, and come 

u~ and explain it. I think that is the proper. approach. 

Hodges You're going to hold· that one? 

Colson I mentioned a little while ago about this meetJ.n.g in Tampa, Atlantic 

States would like a resolution from us requesting that they join in with us at 

our next Florida meetin_g. 

Hodges Joe, will you draft such a resolution? Will you gentlemen approve 
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'liod_g~s icontinued) such a resolution, that the Gulf States invite the Atlantic 
·-·· ,,, 

.• 

( States to join in their meeting? -

Colson lt's like us changing places for our meeting last time, they ~otate the 

same way. I think at that time it•s the right time of the year, but I think 

that there is another area scheduled, it•s going through the.motions. I think it 

would be a good thing, and as Randolph talked about the show there -
. .) 

Hodges I hope the Legislature will let us participate don•t you gentlemen? 

Dr. Ford: Incidentally, in that connection, let me just bring one point up. 

At this little meeting we had at the lab Monday an~ Tu¢sday, Tom Linton from North 

Carolina casually brought up on the side you knOltl, in these little side conversations, 

as _to ?.!hat the requirements would be ln order to participate :in the Gulf States 

and become members of the thing, and he's been checking into the law up there essent

ial_ly meaning'. that ]forth Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia would want to become 

perhaps a Qart of Gulf States. Now some of you may recall that Bob Lunz for several 

years had indicated that they felt that they and their interest were more allied 

with these of the Gulf than North Atlantic States, or the Atlantic States Marine 

Fisheries Commission, so I just thought I'd mention this for whatever it•s worth. You 

may have some specific thoughts on this. It seems that he is doing some background 

work right now and he is not very happy about it. 

Colson: I understand when I went to Druham that Erhofi'er offered Mitts a job at 

Jacksonville, The time we had this meeting, the meeting you called. They offered 

me a job, I said, "Look, I don't come to a man's meeting and try to take his job 

away from him.". Things like that there have always been dissatisfied, the -fact 

that they want the director to be stationed in the Washington ar~~ on a central 

basis, then they can't decide whether it•s daylight or dark really. There is 

such deversified interests. 

Hodge.§. From· North to South. 

Colson From the Horth, well that's why they have the three meetings, 50 that•s 
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Colson why like you say, Georgia, Sa.th Carolip.a~ You know we can adopt -
' . 

we•re getting into fresh water fisheries, like the Mariculture and Agriculture, 
,, . . 

Catfish Farming and all that bull, as it exists now our l'aw, we can adopt any 

state, we can get into Georgia bu virtue of any water tributary that comes into 

ours. Well, we can adopt them without compact, but the benefit here is the 

fact that more strength in Congress and give you mae votes, so that is rather 
. .) 

way off, so it's always - from the scuttlebutt - I haven't been in th:is thing 

that long, I understand that s. Carolina, N •. Carolina and Georgia have -· 

would like to be in this family because they have a lot more in common -

·Singleton 

Dr. Ford 

Like La. wants to join the Central (sounded like Flapaway?) 

That's right, we sure said that, we think we do until we find out 

what your regulations are. 

Colson: I'll say one darn thing, I thiritours, I think our conditions are 

improved, I think this 88-309 deal happens - and I said that in san Antonio, 

the best damn thing that ever happened it did us a lot of good, but we've gotten --

like the people on the West Coast listen to us now, further more, they realize 

that we're here. 
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~~ (,tL.a.~ 
.~ulf @;tnten titnritt~ 3'~tal1erira 0In1nmis.ainu 

CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL VERSAGGI 

C/O VERSAGGI SHRIMP CO. 
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78521 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
GEORGE BRUMFIELD 

MOSS .POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

~ E S 0 L U T I 0 N 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
J. V. (JOE.) COLSON 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
ROOM 225 • 400 ROYAL STREET 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70130 

TELEPHONE: 524•1765 

WHEREAS, the United States Public Health has greatly 
contributed to the status of knowledge concerning shellfish 
sanitation in particular and marine h~ research in 
general through work done at its Laboratories in Washington, 
Alabama, and Rhode Island; and 

WHEREAS,· the Consumer Protection and Environmental 
Health Service of the Untied States Public Health Service 
now has jurisdiction over the work of the Water Hygiene 
Laboratories; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE TT RESOLVED, that the Gulf States 
Marine Fisheires Commission does hereby rec&mmend and 
encourage the~onsumer Portection and Environmental Health 
Service to co~inue and expand their work pertainig to shell~ 
fish santiation and marine health studies. 

* * * * * * * * * 

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the Gulf States 
Marine Fisheries Commission March 28, 1969 at the annual 
spring meeting held at the Royal Orleans Hotel, New Orleans, 
Louisiana.A. 

ALABAMA • FLORIDA 

Joseph V. Colson, Executive Director 
Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 

• LOUISIANA • MISSISSIPPI • TEXAS 
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~'. ~t:d.t.~. 
ODulf &tates Slarittt 1J1is4trits C!tnmmissinn 

CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL VERSAGGI 

C/0 VERSAGGI SHRIMP CO. 
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 781521 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
GEORGE BRUMFIELD 

MOSS POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

R E S 0 L U T I 0 N 

EXECUTIVE DiRECTOR 
J, V. (JOE) COLSON 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
ROOM 2215 • 400 ROYAL STREET 
NEW OR LEANS, LOUISIANA 70130 

TELEPHONE: 1524•17615 

WHEREAS, there is a large economic ~urce of hard 
shell clams in restricted waters along the~ftlantic and 
p~ Coasts, and, 

WHEREAS, preliminary research has shown that the hard 
sehll clam can be depurated to be suitable foYmuman consumption; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the Unitld States Publich Health Service has 
conducted considerable research in hard shell clam depuration 
and yet has not developed bacteriological and other standards 
for hard shell clam depuration; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Gulf States 
Marine Fisheries Commission noes hereby request that the 
United States Publich Health Serivce either develop standards 
for hard shell clam depuration or if sufficient data are not 
available that the Service immediately undertake research that 
will result in the development and establishment of such 
standards, taking into consieeration any differences between 
Gulf, Atlantic and Pacific Coasts Forms, including physiological 
races as well as ppecies. 

* * * * * * * *' * * 

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the 
Gulf States Manine Fisheries Commission at the annual spring 
meeting held at the Royal Orleans Hotel, New Orleans, Louisiana, 
March 28, 1969. 

ALABAMA • FLORIDA • 

Joseph V. Colson, Executive Director 
Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 

LOUISIANA • MISSISSIPPI • TEXAS 



CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL. VERSAGGI 
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Oiulf ~tutrs filuriur 1trisqrrfrs C!tnmmts.ainu 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
.J. V, (.JOE) COLSON 

C/O VERSAGGI SHRIMP CO. 
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78521 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
GEORGE BRUMFIELD 

MOSS .POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

RESOLUTION 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
ROOM 22·5 • 400 ROYAL STREET 
NEW OR LEANS, LOUIS! ANA 70130 

TELEPHONE: !524•1765 

· WHEREAS, Arthur Godfrey has given freely or his time and 

talents in narrating the film "The Biologist and the Boy", 

cooperatively produced by the states or the Gulf States Marine 

Fisheries Commi~sion and the Bureau of Canmercial Fisheries, 

and 

WHERF.AS, Mr. Godfrey is recognized as being an ardent 

supporter of estuarine conservatin, now, 

IHEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Estuarine Technical 

Coordinating Committee express its appreciation to Mr. Arthur 

Godfrey for performing this fine service, and, 

BE IT F'URTHER RESOLVED that narration credit be given 

to Mr. Arthur Godfrey in the list of crddits and the Gulf 

States Marine Fisheris Commission send a letter or appreciation 

to him expressing our appreciation for his efforts in preparing 

this film. 

~tL(.e__.-· · 
~ ~ ~e foregoing resolution was adopted by the Gulf states 

********** 

r ~rine Fisheries COlmllission March 28, 1969 at the annual 

ALABAMA 
Spring Meet~, etc. 
• FLORIDA • LOUISIANA • MISSISSIPPI • TEXAS 
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CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL VERSAGGI 

( ( 

°'ulf &tates ilarint 1'Hs4erirs <ttnmmissinn 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
J, V, (JOE) COLSON 

C/0 VERSAGGI SHRIMP CO. 
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78521 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
GEORGE BRUMFIELD 

MOSS POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

R E S 0 L U T I 0 N 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
ROOM 225 • 400 ROYAL STREET 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70130 

TELEPHONE: 524•1765 

WHEREAS, a committee composed of Fishing and Oil and 
Industry members have recommended revision of the present 
O.C.S. Order No. 4; and 

WHEREAS, the adoption of this order is supported by 
the oil and gas industry and the shrimping industry; and 

WHEREAS, unless the order is adopted immediately, the 
fishing industry will continue on a daily basis to lose 
thousands of dollars resulting from the loss of gear, part 
of which is gear on underwater stubs; and 

WHEREAS, the fishermen of the Gulf States area at 
times are restricted in fishing off shore where there is oil 
and gas development; and 

WHEREAS, after proper hearings in which all interested 
parties express their recommendation for the adoppion of 
O. C. S. Order No. 4, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, bhat the Gulf States 
Marine Fisheries Commission does hereby respectfully request 
the Federal Government to take the necessary action in order 
to adopt o.c.s. Order No. 4 add to implement this order as 
quickly as possible in order to prevent the further loss of 
equipment on underwater stubs and to help solve the mutual 
problems of the oil industry and the fishery business in the 
Gulf States. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

The foregoing resolution was adopted March 28, 1969 
by the Gulf States Marine Fishhries Commission at their 
annual spring meeting held at the Royal Orleans Hotel, New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 

ALABAMA • 

Joseph V. Colson, Executive Director 
Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 

FLORIDA • LOUISIANA • MISSISSIPPI • TEXAS 
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.~ulf ~ttttes ~ariur 1JHaqerie.a C!!ntttmi.a.aiou 

CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL VERSAGGI 

C/O VERSAGGI SH.RIMP CO. 
BROWNSVILLE, TE'XAS 78621 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
GEORGE BRUMFIELO 

MOSS .POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ALABAMA 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
J. V. (JOE) COLSON 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
ROOM 226 • 400 ROYAL STREET 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70130 

TELEPHONE: 624•1765 

March 31, 1969 

The Senate Connnittee on Appropriations 
The Rouse Conunittee on Appropriations 

Joseph V- Colson, Executive Director 
Gulf States Narine Fisheries Commission 
l~OO Royal Street, Room 225 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130_ 

APPROPR.IATIONS OF FUNDS EXTENSION PL 88-309 
(PL 90-551) FISCAL YEAR 19?0, WHICH F~C1~~NDS 
.EE.QM JULY l, 1969 to JUJ-IE._J_Q_,__19.._.7..._0_. __ _ 

We hereby submit a resolution adopted by the 
Gulf States Harine Fisheries Conunission at 
their annual Spring Neeting held March 28, 
1969, and respectfully request that you 
approve the full funding. 

Q~u.aJ.~--
fiSeph V •. Colson, I!.'Jcecutive Director 

FLORIDA • LOUISIANA • MISSISSIPPI TEXAS 



.<iulf ~tntrn itnrittr lfllaijerftn C!tnmmi!u1tnn 

CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL. VERSAGGI 

C/0 VERSAGGI SHRIMP CO. 
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78521 

VICE-CHAIRM_AN . 
GEORGE BRUMFIELD 

MOSS POINT, MISSISSIPPI 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
.J, V. (JOE) COL.SON 

. HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
ROOM 225 • 400 ROYAL STREET 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70130 

TELEPHONE:. 524•1765 

Upon the recommendation of the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 

Estuarine Technical Coordinating Committee, _the following resolution was 

adopted: 

R E S 0 1 U T I 0 N 

Whereas, the United States Congress has recognized the need for developing 

our latent fishery resources and maintaining and accomplishing a maximum sustained 

yield of these resources by enacting PL 88-309, the Conunercial Fisheries Research 

and Development Program; and 

Whereas, even though the authorized funding level of Section 4 (a) 

$5,000,000.00, 4 (b) $650,000.00 and Section 4 (c) $100,000.00 has never been 

fully appropriated, the several states, territories and possessions have par-

ticipated in this program resulting in significant accomplishments in fishery 

research and development; and, 

Whereas, the proposed bud.get for the Department of Interior would reduce 

matching funds to the five Gulf States after these.states have committed them-

selves in good faith to expanded programs pf fishery research and development, 

Nm~ therefore be it resolved that the Gulf States 1-iarine Fisheries Commission 

urgently requests that Congress appropriate the authorized amount at a full fund-

ing level of all sections to the Commercial Fisheries Research and Development 

Program so the States may honor their commitments of expanded programs. 

ALABAMA • FLORIDA • LOUISIANA • MISSISSIPPI • TEXAS 



Be it further resolved that copies of this resolution be directed to the 

Congressional Delegatio!ls, Governors and Directors of Conservation of each of 

the Gulf States, the Senate Corrunittee on Appropriations, the Commerce Committee 

and their Sub-Committees; and to the House .Committee on Appropriations, the 

Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee and :their Sub-Committees, and to the 

Atlantic and Pacific States !forine Fisheries Commissions, and appropriate 

trade associations. 

The foregoing resolution was addpted by the Gulf States Marine Fisheries· 
Conunission, Har~h 28, 1969, atthe Spring Meet:ing held at the Royal ·orleans 
Hotel, New Orleans, Louisiana. · · -

.~/J;·aJ~ 
Joseph V •. Colson, F_,xecutive Director 
Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 
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CHAIRMAN 
VIRGIL VERSAGGI 

C/O VERSAGGI SHRIMP CO. 
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78521 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
GEORGE BRUMFIELD 

MOSS POINT, MISSISSIPPI. 

R E S 0 L U T I 0 N 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
J. V. (JOE) COLSON 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 
ROOM 225 • 400 ROYAL STREET 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 701SO 

TELEPHONE: 524•1765 

WHEREAS, the Estuarine Technical Coordinating Committee 
recognizes the potential commercial and ~port values to be 
derived from a research and development program associated 
with anadromous fishes; and 

WHEREAS, there is a need to coordinate activities with 
other interested groups, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Estuarine 
Technical Coordinating Committee does establish a Sub
committee on Anadromous Fishes to coordinate activities with
in the Gulf States and with other interested groups for 
improved research and development activities; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Estuarine 
Technical Coordinating Committee appoint representatives, members 
of marine fishery groups of the Gulf States, the Bureau of 
Commercial Fisheries and Bureau of Sport Fishery and Wild Life 
to serve on this subcommittee. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

The foregoing ~esolution was adopted by the Gilf States 
Marine Fishries Commission on March 28, 1969 at the annual 
spring meeting held at the Royal Orleans Hotel, New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

ALABAMA • 

()_~rJ. Cl-/-
Joseph V. Colson, Executive Director 
Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 

FLORIDA • LOUISIANA • MISSISSIPPI • TEXAS 


